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Muſt Imitate the Author of the 
Letter 1 Reflect on even in his 
Advertiſement. He ſpeaks ſome- 
what of the Delay of Printing it: 
Had it neuer been printed at all, 
1 3 it had been never the 
zwor [e. ' ſhall only obſerve, that 
the 8 — 1. bad theſe 
Reflections of my own timely enough, 
had I had the of ſeems ſooner 
the Papers upon tick they are made: 
For it was but very lately that they 
came to my Hands. Vis unita 
fortior. It is hop'd then notwith- 
ſtanding, that Theſe as well as the 
former Remarks, being writ in a 
2 very 
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To the REA DER. 


very different Way, will not he uit h- 
out their Proper Uſe. And they 
are Publiſh'd the rather, becauſe 
J ſaw not long ſince the Notice 
of this Letter ſtill flouriſhing in 
our Public News ; perhaps on a 


New ition of it. 


REFLECTIONS,&:: 


ah LORD, 


Aving a good Pl" of wri- 
U ting to your Lordſhip concern- 
ing Two little Pieces I have of 
late ſeen : A Letter concerning En- 
thufiaſm, to my Lordi and, Remarks 
upon the ſaid Litter: ; 1 could not well for- 
bear the ſending to your Lordſhip the Re- 
flections raiſed in my Mind upon them. 
The firſt of theſe — well — notice, 
that Enthufraſm, his beloved Theme, is a 
Catching Diſeaſe And ſo truly I found that 
in peruſing this Letter, the Enthuſiaſm 
of this Gentleman one way, rais d in ſo 
Phlegmatick a Genius as mine ſome En- 
thuſiaſm avother ; or a Warmth to follow, 
as before, ſuch Refledtions upon the whole, 
as I found my Mind in a way of Contagi. 
on mov'd to make. 
And then, beſides, my Lord, I thought 
it a farther piece of Decorum and Congrui- 
* ty, 
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ty, that while he is pleas'd, and hath the 
Honour, to Addreſs the Burthen of his 


own Enthuſiaſm to a Lord, I ſhould alſo 


take the Honour and Freedom of Addreſ- 
ſing This of mine to your ſelf, How far 
his own NobleLord is ready to patronize 
the Contents of his Letter, I know not: I 
am not, I confeſs, without ſome Hopes, 
that your Lordſhip will very favourably 
receive Theſe of mine. 

The Remarks upon the Letter were what 
I firſt faw'; and perceiving by them that 
it was a choice Thing, I had a great Curt. 
oſity to ſee that alſo: And ſo only lightly 
running over at firſt thole Remarks, I was 
reſolvd to let them reſt till J had procur d 
the Letter it ſelf, and ſeen what my freſh 
and more unbiaſs'd Thoughts would ſuggeſt 
to me upon it. I quickly found the Na- 
ture and Genius of the Work, and by an 
after-Peruſal of the Remarks, ſaw the fuſt- 
neſs and Solidity of the Reply; moſt of 
the more conſiderable Paſſages noted brief- 
ly and anſwerd ; the Writer neither ſour- 
ly treated, nor yet much ſpard; ſuch 2 
Character given of the Performance at 
large, in ſome reſpects, as this Gentleman 
can no way be offended with, and all al- 
low'd to him in it that he could reaſonably 
deſire ; a handſome and more particular 
Account 
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Account given in a plain way of the Na- 
ture of Ent huſfiaſm; de arks by which 


Inſpirations from good or bad Spirits may 
be diſtinguiſned; and, I think, after this 
a juſt and true Account of the Agitations 
and Appearances amongſt our late Prophets; 
and that Dæmoniacal Enthuſiaſm they have 
been actuated with : And which I doubt 
not in the leaſt, when all's ſaid and done, 
will upon the whole, rightly underſtood , 

prove the beſt and only Solution of the 
Matter. In fine, we find there a ſhort, but 
very good Account of thoſe Grounds we 
have, at leaft the Hints of them, for our 


Belief of the Truth of Chriſtianity ; and 


ſuch Matters of Fact, altogether of an ex- 

traordinary and very wonderful kind, 

are related to us in Holy Scripture. 
This J take to be a feal, brief and modeſt 

Account of thoſe Remarks / And this, it 


ſeems, was the Rational Enthuſiaſm which 


was ſtirred up in the Author on this Occa- 
ſon. But becauſe, when infected, we have 
all Enthuſiaſms of our own, and ſuch per- 
haps, ſome, as are not eaſily to be go- 
ver d or conceal'd, I muſt beg leave to 
give here ſome Vent to mine; and -crave 
Pardon of your Lordſhip, and this Gentle- 
man, for any Indecency or Exceſs I may 
commit in it. I ſhall take care to touch: 
| Ad :; 23 
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as little upon what hath been already ſpo- 
ken to, with ſufficient Advantage, as is poſſi- 
ble: But, as to other Things, tis difficult 
to manage perſectly theſe Heats; and we 
are very apt to be hurried away at certain 


| Seaſons with the | Impreſſions they make 


P. Sr. 


whether we will or no. 

I wiſh it be not my own Cale in too great 
a meaſure in this Letter; tor I find at 
Times ſome ſtrange Symptoms and Hea- 
rings in my Mind, ſomething Immane, as 
he hath it, and (as Painters ſay ) beyond 
Life before me. And J will be bold to 
add, that this Ingenious Writer, whoever 
he is, (tor I know not the leaſt of him, no 
not ſo much as by Hear- ſay) ought of all 


Perſons to excuſe the Freedom and Excur- 


ſions of my Pen; for tis from Him, and 
none elſe, that J have receiv'd the Infecti- 
on. It began with the very Scraps I ſaw 
of his in the Remarks ; but I was entirely 
{mitten when I came to read his Letter at 
large - My Heart often ſwell'd , and my 
Brain took fire in the doing of it. Nay I 
find alſo the peculiar Marks of his Enthuſi- 
aſm on my ſelf: For as his conſiſts in a 
Mixture, as it were, of Levity and Seri- 
ouſneſs, ſo is Mine alſo like to do: Some- 
times ] ſhall be very ſober, and ſometimes 
as pleaſant ; ſometimes play the Wag, o A 

ort 
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ſort of Jeſter, and ſometimes be as grave as 
a Divine or Judge; ſo that IJ hope he will 
very readily pardon me as an Ape of his 
own Begetting ; and remember that we 
Planet-ſtricken Perſons, or FellowEnthuſtiaſts, 
are near of kin in our Agitations ; and muſt 
needs ſpeak our Minds with a Promiſcuous 
Ebulliency very freely together. He hath 
already done his with very great Liberty ; 
and no doubt, as he conceives, with one 
as juſt too: I am coming now to take wy 
Turn with him ; and muſt intreat him to 
Believe, that I ſhall write nothing with the 
leaſt Deſign of Petulancy, (which my Mind 
is under all ſo ſober as to abhor) but really 
as Things appear'd in their freſheſt Views 
to me, and do ſtill naturally appear. And 
being both thus Incognito, or in Maſquerade, 
T hope we may as liberally pour forth our 
particular Sentiments; and try, if poſſi- 


ble, to Settle or Convince each the 
other. | | 


T ſhall firſt lay all the Parts of this 
Letter together, which J deſign chiefly 
to Reflect upon; and ſhall then make myRe- 
turn to them. And to compleat the 
Reſemblance of this my preſent Diſtem- 
per, TI ſhall do it with as little Accu- 


racy of Method, and as much hand over 


head 
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head in noting of what occurs, as he him 
ſelf before me ſeems to have done. 


Firſt then I obſerve, that his Enthuſiaſm 


carrieth him very much to the levelling of 
Chriſtianity with Heatheniſh Religion or Su- 
perſtition; and the making them all the 


Fruits of Cuſtom, Settlement, and Imagina- 
tion: So that be the Object true or falſe, 


never ſo grave, or never fo ridiculous, it - 


the Fancy doth but once lay good hold of it, 


it is much the fame as to the Effects it hath 


upon the Mind. And thus, ſo far as I ſee, 
he levels Bacchus and Apollo withFeſus Chriſt, 
Paganiſm, Futlaiſm and Chriſtianiſm toge- 
ther. He doth not indeed this in plain 
Words; but if one Enthuſiaſm can inter- 


pret another, this is at the Bottom of his Et- | 


fuſions. 

He ſeems in a Place or two, which is a 
great Bleſſing, and ſort of generous Ac- 
knowledgment, to eſpouſe Deiſm, and to 
own from the Wiſe Face of Things, the 
Notion rather of a Common Parent, than 
that of Forlorn Nature, and a Patherleſi 


World : Which is excellently expreſs'd by 


him; and I. rejoice that his Enthuſiaſm 
has left him the uſe of ſo much Reaſon as 
this; though he ſeems not ſo thorough- 

pacd | in it, with reſpect to the Soul's Im- 


— and a State of Future Rewards 
and 
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and Puniſhments, which are never menti- 


on'd by him, as T could wiſh him to be. - 
But as to any thing in the mean while 
of Reveal d Religion, he ſeems not to Be- 
heve the leaſt of it; his Impulſes all car- 
ry him another way; he ſpeaks not ſo 
much as one kind Word of it; but in 
many of his Reſveries, beſtows freely Dirt 
and Reproaches upon it. The Primitive 
Chriſtians, from the Weakneſſes or Exceſ- 
ſes of ſome in point of Zeal or Behavi- 


our, he loads with Obloquy and Deſpight; 


Parallels many of them (meaning more than 
he expreſſeth ) with our good Brethren, as 


in Scorn he calls them, the French Pro. P. 


reſtants come lately amongſt us; and who | 


are mightily taken with the Primitive Way 
of Zeal and Martyrdom ; and are defirous, 
as he words it, to grow a New Church by 
the ſame manner of Propagation as the Old 


one; whoſe SEED was truly ſaid to be P. 42. 


FROM THE BLOOD OF THE 


MARTYRS: 2. e. he means, from the 
Barbarous Folly of their Enemies in Kil- 
ling them, and their own Enthuſiaſtick 
Folly in being Mad to be kill'd. So that 
if it had not been for this Catching Miſ- 
chief and Blood, and the Cruel Weakneſs 
of their Perſecutors, Chriſtianity in bar 

RO 
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likelihood had come to little; and Hea- 
theniſm had continued unto this Day. 
This I take to be what he drives at; 
and ſuch a Slur doth he caſt (ſee what a 
Crack't Enthuſiaſm will do) upon the 


Noble Teſtimony given to the Goſpel, by 


the Death and Sufferings of ſuch vaſt 
Multitudes of all ſorts; and the no leſs 
admirable Effects upon it in the World, 
All was owing to a wild and Catching 
Futhufraſm. And he takes not the leaſt 
Notice of the Real Wiſdom , Excellent 
Learning, and Cool and Solid Virtue of 

great Numbers of them. h 
After the ſame manner doth he treat the 
Martyrs at the Reformatzon ; and particu- 
larly thoſe of our own in Smzithfeeld. 
Many 5 ſaith he again 9 of OAY firſt R eform- 
ers, "tis fear d, were little better than En- 
thaſraſts : And God knows, whether aWarmth 
of this kind did not conſiderably help us in 
rhe Throwing off that Spiritual Tyranny ; 
without the leaſt Word faid, by way of 
Honour or Approbation of any of them. 
And he ſticks not to fay again, That had 
not the Prieſts, as is uſual, (a ſort of blind 
Fling, I fear, on the Prieſts in general; ) 
preferr d the Love of Blood to all other Paſ- 
fions; but had taken the merrier Way, or 
the Bart !/-my Fair Method of 8 
9c. 
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&c. and ſo the Ancient Heathen j both: 
the greateſt Force of the Reforming Spirit, 
and even the whole Truth of. the Goſpel it 
ſelf, if (as he here prudently adds) it 
had been any way ſurmountable, would per- 
haps have been Epaded. Such bold and 
deſperate Strokes doth this Gentleman's 
Enthuſiaſm in its Ravings throw: about ; 
which makes him too fit tor a Place in an 
Hoſpital ; and ſuch a Charitable Care, as 
the Diſtemper may go on, would I have 
taken of him. 

It is common with Lunaticks to think 
the Sober Mad: And ſo this Infected Per- 
ſon, and Tainted Airy Enthuſiaſt , takes 
all Reveal d Religion to be little better than 
Phrenzy and Infection. Tis all Pannick, 
from the Beginning to the End, And he F. 23. 
tells us further the Original of it, from 
the Learned Hiſtory ot Pan and Bacchus; 
and how it ſpread from Heatheniſm to 
Chriſtianity. 

But more eſpecially doth this Panzick 
and ſtrange Infection fly high, when the 
Spirits of Men are low; as, either in Pub- 
liqt Calamities , or during the Unwholſomneſs P 28 
of Air or Diet, ( as in Plagues, we may 
ſuppoſe, Famines, and the like; or when 
Convulſion happen in Nature, Storms, Farth- 
quakes , or other amazing Prodigies : The 
4 an- 


9 


10 Reflections upon a LETTER 
Paunict i is at other times ſtaring, but now 
tis ſtark Mad; and the Magiſtrate would 
be ſo too, if he ſhould attempt to ſtop it. 
Alas, that is as Impoſſible, as it is Impoli- 
| tick: The only Way is, by Soothing and 
7. 26. Satisfying, to divert and heal it; and not 
| inſtead of a Cure, to Increaſe the very Conſe | 
| of the Diſtemper. . 
| What a Thouſand pities it is but chat 
1 this Gentleman ſhould be a Privy Counſel- 
| lor, and at the Helm of Government, or 
| at leaſt in as much Authority -and Eſteem 
=. as the Noble Lord he writes to : What ex- 
cellent Speeches would he make? What 
Admirable Advices would he give 2 What a 
State-Oracle and Apollo would he prove? 
And how would all Perſons be both charm- 5 
ed and better d by the hearing of him: c 
He would ſtrike all with a moſt, noble ſort 
of Pannick and Enthuſiaſm. 7 
This, ſaith he, was an Ancient Policy, VIZ. 8 
The ſoothing of the Paſſions of the Deluded } - 
Populace, however ſince too much loſt or 
neglected: And hence, goes he on, citing - 
ſome great Author for it, it if neceſſary that 1 
p.27, the People ſhould have a Public Leading in 0 
Religion; (ſuited he means to their pre- | 
ſent Pamnick or Superſtition : ) Nay, that f, 
there is all Reaſon that he Magiſtrate mould = 
have hisPannick and National Charch as well | * 


as 
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as others: (he knows, your Lordſhip ſees, 


how to deal with the very Beſt of them, 
and to ſuit and manage the Magiſtrate him. 
ſelf,” as well as the People) and that to de- 
xy this, is as meer Enthufaſm, as the Notion 
which ſets up Perſecution. For, a8! ; 
goes on, why ſhould there not be Publick 
Walks, as well as Private Garzens,'&e > He 
means, I preſume, in this Paradiſe of Fools: 


And to Aſcertain Religion, or preſcribe 


Bounds to Fancy and Speculatzon, &c. (ma- 
king all alike) he looks upon as a Preſcrip- 
tion of Madneſs for Madneſs; or rather of 
one ſort of Spiritual or Religious Madneſs 
againſt all the reſt. FT Te 


What I mention'd of the Magiſtrate, &c. 


puts me in mind of what à certain Lord 
ſaid once to a Relation of mine that was a 
Clergyman : Ceuſen, faith he, 7 look upon 
your Profeſſion as one of the moſt uſeful in the 
World; for it tends exceeding much to the 
Good of the Publick : It is neceſſary that the 
Vulgar ſhould be under ſome Eftabliſh'd Reli- 
gion; it keeps them in Awe and Peace, and 
they do well to believe it : But for ſome other 
Men, they underſtand, Iconceive, other Things, 
Or to that effect. G2 
Nou if I knew my Brother Wiſe more 
familiarly, T would be bold to ask him, 
now far this accords with his own dear En- 
19 | 1 thuſiaſm ; 
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thufiaſm ; or, to uſe his other Words be- 
fore, with his own Fancy and Speculation, 
Was not here a Lord, or ſort of Oracle Re- 
vivd, 7. e. 4 Heathen One, after his own 


; Mind. >. Unleſs it be that he ſpake perhaps 


in ſomewhat too kind and. gracious Words 
of the Prieſts, I dare ſay I may apply that 
of Solomon; As face anſwereth to face „ ſo 
the heart of man to man. So do theſe En- 
thuſiaſts, or Perſons ſmitten the ſame way, 
anſwer at all Seaſons unto one another. 
So doth their Pannick and Niſtemper work. 

And ſuch Men, eminent for their Gravity 
and their Underſtandings, are they ſtill in 


their Places and Generations. But to pro- 


ceed. 

A farther manifeſt Inſtance of his Senti- 
ments of Religion, (for he ſcatters them 
up and down as ſo many well-plac'd Gems 
and Oraaments in his Letter) is to be ta- 
ken from P. 50. and is much of the ſame 
Strain with a former; where he aſcribes 
it to Adverſity, or an il Health, to Afflicti- 
on or Diſturbance of Mind , or Diſcompoſure 
of Temper, and ſuch like : As if none were 
truly Religious, or versd much in its 
Ways and Diſcipline, but under ſome of 
theſe: When, let Reaſon or Scripture ſay 
what they will againſt him as to the moſt 
of them , he thinks them the moſt unfit 


of 


rm 1 1 2 


r 
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of all Seaſons to meddle with it. No- 


thing is to be thought of or done here, 


but, like himſelf in this Letter, in the 
perfecteſt good Humour and Gayety that 
may be; and then they will very eaſily be, 
like himſelf again, above all the Fumes or 


the Melancholies of it. Let him, by the 


way, have a Care, that Ve be not alſo 
catch'd by it, in ſome ſuch Dark Hour as 
he ſpeaks of; and the Leviathan himſelf 
lye Rolling in his Toil. I have known as 
ſtrange Things come to paſs before now. 
But to let that ſlip. r 

To compleat his entire Notion. of, and 
no leſs great Kindneſs for, the Chriſtian 
Enthuſiaſm, he repreſents with much Zeal 
and Pathos the Happy Golden Days that 
flouriſhed in the Ancient Heathen World; 
when the Pythagoreans and Platonifts , the 
Epicureans and Academicks , were all Tole- 


P. 23. 


rated; (I think there is no great Perſe- 


cution on the various kinds of Philoſophy 


at preſent, )) and moſt admirably Balanc'd 


one againſt another; leſt any ſhould chance 
to prove, as it mult here ſeem, over-wiſe 
for, and get the better of the other; Pla- 
toniſm and Pythagoriſm chiming in, in their 
Turns, with the Superſtition and Enthuſraſm 
of the Times; and there being no ſmall 
Danger , without the noble Aſſiſtance of 
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Epicuriſm, &c. and the Force of Mit aud 
Raillery, which was ſo freely permitted, 
of their Carrying all before them. Ut 

But thus Reaſon had fair Play; Learning 
and Science flouriſhed, far beyond the Times 
we now live in, though bleſt with ſuch” a 
Hero and Performance as this; to ſay no- 
thing of the Reſt of the Fraternity at 
large: And wonderful was the Harmony and 
Zemper (as there is ſurely then at this ve- 


ry Day ) that aroſe from all theſe Contrari- | 


eties. Nor did they Occaſion thoſe Wars, 


Perſecutious and Devaſtations, there have 


been ſince in the World. Alas! Men were 
then all Mild and Harmleſs, and there 


was ſcarce any Miſchief or Diſorder a- 


mongſt them; then, if ever, was there a 
true Millennium. | 
But a mew ſort of Policy, which extends 


r ſelf to Another World, (His, I perceive, 


doth not) and confiders the future Lives and 
Happineſs of Men rather than the preſent, 
coming in, hath ſpoil't all; and made us 


' leap the Bounds of Natural Humanity; 


(which never, it ſeems, out of the Pale 
of the Chriſtian Church, were leapt, ei- 


ther before or ſince;) and out of a Super- 
natural Charity, hath taught us the way of 
Plaguing one another moſt devoutly : There, 


28 we fav, ll? hath nick d it Plaguily. ** 
tne 
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ſome other Places, 
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the Hero goes on. The Saving of Souls 
is now the Heroick Paſſion of Exalted Spi- 
rits; and is become in a manner, (O pre- 
poſterous State of Things!) the Chief Care 
of the Magiſtrate, and the very End of Go- 
verument it ſelf, O moſt peſtilent Enthu- 
ſiaſm of Chriſtianity, that hath thus ariſen 
in the World, to the infinite Detriment 
and Diſturbance of it! What elſe can we 


be able to make of this wretched Stuff? 


Really, my Lord, in the Tranſcribing of 
this, my Raillery, my good Humour fails me; 
my juſtly Enthuſiaſtick Zeal and Blood ri- 
ſeth almoſt beyond Bounds : ] have a true 
Pannich, and even Abhorrence upon me, 
at ſuch prophane Phrenzy and Irreligious 
Ravings of my -Brother Enthuſiaſt ; and 
would intreat him, if poſlible, with ſome 
Seriouſneſs to conſider the Nature of them. 
The Paroxiſms of his Brain, and Enthuſia- 
{tick Madneſs, go ſo high here, and in 
as to ſtagger all the 
good Humour or pleaſantry in the World, 
that is accompanied with any tolerable De- 
grees of Sobriety. 

I know that he may ſay, that he means 
this of the Aluſes only of Chriſtianity ; 
and the Miſchiets and T Ra 1 that have 
from hence been occaſion'd by it. But, 
is there ſo much as one Word ſpoken in fa- 
B 2 vour 
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vour of the Thing it ſelf, or the Author of || : 

it, from the Beginning to the End? Any || c 

{ 

d 

1 


=_  - Exceptions made , or Qualifications men- 
. tion d, that might juſtly be expected on 
| ſuch an Occaſion ; and whereby it might 
| be collected, that he meant not to expoſe 
1 our Religion at large, but ſome Monſtrous t. 
q Prevarications or Diſtortions of it? Which Ir 
yet T wonder not much at, in one that is a 1 
Deiſt ; viz. That he ſhould not ſpeak kind- fe 
ly of a Religion that he hath not an Eye k 
to See, or Heart to Believe. But yet to b 
take no Notice of what it is in it felt, or at 
| of the Better, both Fruits and Profeſſors of di 
| it, as well as the worſe; and to ſpeak in N 
| that whole Strain, and harſh manner of it tl 
| all along, that he doth, may, I hope, with E 
Pardon and Decorum, be allow'd to Raiſe ot 
ſome Spleen and Diſorder, in one that is a ſit 
| contrary Enthuſiaſt ; and that doth as firm- pt 
| ly Adore the Perſon of Chriſt, and Believe m 
| the Truth of his Bleſſed Goſpel, notwith- ec 
| ſtanding all ſuch frantick Taunts as theſe, | th 
| (and finds Cauſe for it) as he Believes | Gi 
| any the moſt Aſſur'd Facts or Hiſtories in | hi; 
the World. It would move a little Choler, it 
| to fee a Perſon, in a Publiſh'd, and ſort of en 
= * Triumphing, Letter to ſome Great Lord, | us 
| | {and that is Deſign'd for all he can Infect,) | Ex 
ſo ſcornfully ſpeaking of a certain New 


ſort 


\ 
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fort of Policy which extends it ſelf to ano- 


ther World, &c. and of the Magiſtrate's ſo 
concerning himſelf in it: As if, on 8 0 
ſition of its Truth, it was not their In- 
diſpenſable Duty; and they could Concern 
Themſelves in any thing better or higher. 
Had he profeſs'd to have directed all 
that he ſaid, againſt the Scandalous Cor- 
ruptions and Intolerable PraCtices of the 
Church Chriſtian, and this eſpecially be- 
fore the Times of the Reformation; I 
know of none that would have oppos d, 
but rather highly Applauded him. They 
are i deed, and have long been, the In- 
dignauon and Aſtoniſhment of all Good 
Men; and yet but ſuitable, in reality, to 
the Mad Deprav'd State of this preſent 
Earth ; and to what, if he was well aware 
of it, the Spirit of God it ſelf hath, long 
ſince, molt lively repreſented in Holy Scri- 
pture. But tis evident, that this Gentle- 
man, (ſuch is his Judgment) is not content- 


ed with Reforming ; but with nothing leſs - 


than the Rejecting entirely the Church of 
God, for the Corruptions of it: And in a 
high Fit of Wiſdom, would neither believe, 
if poſſible, nor yet endure the Sun, as oft- 
en as by thick Fogs it is Clouded from 
us. But to leave this, and go on with his 
Extravagances. 

B 3 Ju- 
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Julian the Apoſlate is ſooth'd and 
prais'd, and his Perſecutions leſſen'd ; but 
the Chriſtians are Ridiculd and Expos'd ; 
and repreſented as Fenty all Men as Pro- 

„ who enter'd not 
into certain particular Modes of Worſhip: 
( ſpeaking Scoffingly of the Chriſtian, li 
a true Retainer, to Julian) of which there 
had Leen formerly ſo many Thouſands Inſtitu- 
ted, &c. making {till not the leaſt Di- 
ſtinction. And this he calls a New Nor ion, 
which might perhaps ſurprize the Roman 
Emperors : Though I know not that ei- 
ther Scripture, the Apoſtles themſelves, or 
anv wiſe Chriſtians, without more to do, 
treat all Perſons at this Rate ; but rather 
leave them to God, and his Dealings with 

them, the Opportunities they enjoy, and 
their own Sincerity, for their Converſion. 
This, I think, is ſuitable both to Reaſon 
and Scripture, if underſtood aright : And 
vet ſure the Son of God, and his Agents 
trom him, had and have Power to 
call upon all Perſons at their Peril, to 
Receive, or not Receive, the Everlaſting 
Geſpel,v hen Declar'd ſufficiently unto 1 
For the other Parts of this Gentleman's 
Epiſtle, and Publick Honourable Addreſs, 


Wen as J intend mainly to meddle with; 


They concern firſt his Tacit again Compa- 
ring 


ans, 26. r d ß Ei. 


. Judging Faculty. 
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ring and Levelling the Enthuſiaſms and 
falſe Inſpirations of our late miſtaken Pro- 
phets, with the Sacred Writers and! Pro- 
phets themſelves ; and both with: the An- 
cient Pagan Sie; or the Lymphatizs, 
Nymphalepti , or elſe the Hydropholy ( fo 
Learned is he in the Enthuſiaſms of all 
Sorts and Ages) of the Heathen World; 
Telling us, that 4 Nations and Churches 
have had theſe Raving Prophets and Viſio- 
nary Enthuſiaſts; their Extaſies, Agitati- 
ons, and Fanatical Throws : And he is very 
willing, that a Gentleman he mentions a- 
monglt the late Viſionaries, ſhould make 
out what he can the Reſemblance between 
his own and the Apoſtolick Way : Declaring 
in the Concluſion , how much the Symp- 
toms are in all theſe that have 'been nam'd 
alike ; and that 1t is very hard to Judge 
rightly, or Diſtinguiſh between them Sa 
much, it ſeems, hath he loſt unhappily Ins 
However, we are ob- 
lig d anew to him, in acquainting us, that 
Fanaticiſm was usd by the Ancients in its 
Original Senſe , for an Apparttion tranſport- 
ing the Mind; (from whence we may per- 
ceive , that he himſelt is under this 
Diſeaſe; and much rreubled , though 
not with outward , yet with inward Ap- 
paritions; ) And that this Diffemper of 
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Enthuſiaſm is ſo Natural and Incurable, that 
even. Fpicurus was forc'd in a ſenſe to Tole- 
rate it; and give way to the Accounts of 


Armies aud Caſtles in the Air, and ſuch Vi- 


fronary Phænomena. 


They contain, next, his large repeated 
Harangues concerning the Excellencies and 
Perfections of the Deity ; which undoubt- 


edly, if he took Things aright, and did 
not Sully them with his Humour, and ma- 


nifeſt Deſigu, are moſt True and Sacred: 
But as he orders the Matter, the Deity 
muſt have no Juſtice, Laws, Sanctions, or 


Diſcipline at all; but be all Air, and pure 


Good Humour, like himſelf. And then, to 
thew his freſh Kindneſs and Reverence for 
the Scriptures, or for the Reveal d Religi- 


on of Chriſtianity, and the Worſhip of 


Chriſtians ; he repreſents how Unworthy 
it is of, and below the Divinity, to be 
ſo Fealous of his Honour, and concern d 
about the Praiſe that is ofter'd to him 
or to be Pleas'd with the Denial of our Rea- 


too hard for our Underſtanding ; i. e. in being 
Sycophants in Religion, mere Paraſites in De- 
votion; and afraid freely to Examine both 
his Nature and Exiſtence; particularly to 
Scan and look into his Goodneſs ; and Fudge 


af thoſe Forms of Fuſtice, and Degrees of 


F 
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Puniſhment, and Meaſures of Indignation, &c. 
which are vulgarly ſuppos d in Grd, and how 
far ſuitable they are to thoſe Original 1dea's 
of Goodneſs he 2 implanted in our Natures. 
One would think, ſaith he, it were eaſy to un- 
derſtand that Provocation and Offence, Anger, 
Revenge, Jealouſy in Point of Honour or Pow- 
er, Love of Fame, Glory, and the like, be- 
long only to limited Beings ; but not to one 
that is Perfect and Univerſal. And to give 
it its utmoſt Force, he thinks it ſtrange, 
that He who is ſaid to do Good the moſt Diſiu- 


tereſtedly, ſhould be thought defirous of being 


Prais'd ſo laviſhly ; and pleas d with /o /ow 
a Thing, as even Ignorant Commendation and 


forc d Applauſe. This is the Sum of what 


he obſerves concerning the Nature of the 
Deity, and the Chriſtian Worſhip. 

Jam come now, laſtly, to the very 
Cream, as it were, of all his Performance; 
and that which, contrary to what is uſual, 


lies both at the Top and Bottom of it; 


runs as Spice and Perfume through the 
whole Piece; and that which he propoſeth 
as the moſt Sovereign Remedy againſt all 
the Evils, Diſorders, and Enthuſiaſms, he 
aath reckon'd up ; and that is a certain 


! 
2Þ 
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Mixture of Ridicule and Good Humour. Let 2.16, ge; 


but theſe prevail, and have free ſcope, and 
they will proye Antidotes to the ſtrongeſt 
Pan- 


P. 18, &c. 
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Pannick and Enthuſiaſm that is. All falſe 
Notions either of God or Things, all Su- 
perſtition, Melancholy, and the like, will 
immediately fall down; and vaniſh before 
them; and a moſt admirable State of Wiſ⸗ 
dom, Liberty, and Harmony, will ſucceed 
in their rooms. -v$<7 
The main Point is in all Things 20 know 
Right from Wrong, Truth from Falſhood, 
Things truly ſerious from ſuch as are ridicu- 
lous: And how can this be done, but by ap- 
plying the Ridicule, to ſee whether it will bear 
it or not? I am ſure, faith he, the only 
way to ſave Mens Senſe, or preſerve Wit at 
all in the World, is to give Liberty to Wit. 
Againſt Serious Extravagances and Splenetich 
Humours there is no ſuch Remedy as Mit 
and Ratillery———Good Humour is not ouly the 
beſt Security againſt Enthuſiaſm, but the bet 
Foundation of Piety and True Religion. ——- 
There is nothing that Impoſture abhors or 
dreads like Good Humour : With many more 
that might be cited for it 
Now this is a true Repreſentation of the 
main Parts of his Book ; and of the no- 
ble Deſign of it: And becauſe this Vein of 
Mit and Razllery, of Ridlicule and Good Hu- 
mour, runs ſo much through the whole of 
his Letter, and is ſo marvellouſly recom- 
mended, I will crave leave, though laſt 
men- 
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mention'd, to begin with it firſt ; and ap- 
ply indeed a little his own Performance to 
this Infallible Rule; this Lydius Lapis of 


Truth, Falſhood, and Enthuſiaſm ; and 


ſee how excellently it will bear the Nidi- 
enn a | 

But I muſt beg leave firſt, in a more ſo- 
ber way, or between Jeſt and Earneſt, as 
the Matter truly requires, to give a general 


| ſort of Character of his Performance: For 


T cannot quite diſſemble, that I look upon 
his whole Thing as a ſort of affected 
Buſineſs from the Beginning to the End. 
His ſo darling Words Euthuſiaſm, Ridicule, 
and Good Humour, and, more or leſs, the 
Air or Turn of the entire Letter, is all 
affected and ingenious Fantaſtry ; the Sa- 
lime, to uſe his own Term, of Raillery ; 
and a ſort of Dancing upon the Ropes of 
Buffoonry and Ingenuity ; a playing at 
Knick-knacksin a way of Wit; or the fitting 


up a Ragou for the Beau Fſprits ; or the 


Taſte of the more refin'd Bravos-and,Gen- 
tlemen of the Town ; ſuch as is notably 
ſuited to the Guſto of a Stage or Theatre; 
and being above the Courſer Drollery of 
the Vulgar, is, in his own Expreſſion, fit 
Ing. | 


I beg 


to take with the Men of Senſe and Breea- p. 17. 
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"th I beg Pardon of this Airy Ingenioſo, or 
1 Enthuſiaſtick Deiſt, if J fail to give him 
| 10 the full Honour of his Character; or if, 


| through the Diſtemper of my own Brain, 
1 J do not Right to his. I am ſure I am not 
0 under the unhappy Biaſs of Envy or I. 
tl Humour ; but deſcribe his real Beauty ac- 

; cording to the Features which lie before me. 
[i It is no new Judgment, that I make now ſe- 
i: parately of this preſent Piece ; T have been 
| if apt to think the ſame of divers Perfor- 
1 mances, on one occaſion or other, of ſuch 
1 a Kind as this. I always make a great Di-. 
| i ſtinction between Solid Wit, and a wiſe or 
1a genuine way of Writing, and ſuch brisk and | 
'' high-flown Stuff as J ſometimes meet with; | 
- . likeſome noble Wine or Liquor on the Fret, 
$8.7 and that hath a Tang with it from the Veſ- 
ſel that contain d it. 
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q I own here all the ſparkling Air, nice 
# Turns, and clever forts of Fancy, or live- 
ly Alluſions, that are to be found in theſe 
Papers; with whatever bids fair towards 
a higher kind of Senſe, and Exerciſe of Rea- 

| ſon, in ſome Parts of em. But ſtill I muſt 
" ſay, that it is Wit full of Wind, and much 
1 Froth; that Levity and Vanity, as well as 
rt | Infidelity, are in its Compoſition ; that it 
11h is more to be commended for its Wit than t. 
Wiſdom; for Banter than for Reaſon, in v 
much t. 


— 
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much the greateſt part of it: In a Word, 
that the Author muſt come down from this 
high Rope, and all his prettyFriskings and 
Anticks on it, before I can acknowledge 
him amongſt the Sober, or pronounce him 
free of his Diſtemper of Enthuſiaſm. 
There's no ſuch Remedy, faith this inge- 


ious Perſon, for the ill uſe of Liberty, as p. ic. 


from this Liberty it ſelf. I hope he will 
not blame me for following his Preſcripti- 
on. He hath been pleas'd to giveus a large 
Specimen of his own ; and I only now as 
charitably offer mine : Reaſon againſt Rea- 
ſon, and Liberty againſt Liberty ; and one 
ſort of Humour, Ridicule, or Enthuſiaſm a- 
gainſt another, | | 

This Gentleman thinks, that there's no 
ſuch Cure in the World for Folly, and all 
forts of Error and Extravagance, as Liber- 
ty of Ridicule : Let this, as was ſaid, have 
free Scope, and it will ſoon Convert and 


Reform the World: Let but Farces and Pup- 


pet:ſhews univerſally prevail, and down 
comes all Madneſs and Enthuſiaſm ina trice : 
Vice and Ignorance would ſoon hide their 
Heads; and all forts of Vanity and Super- 
ſtition come immediately to nothing: So 
that hitherto we have been altogether in a 
wrong Method : Inſtead of Bibles we are 
to read Plays; and inſtead of going on Sun- 


| 
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* to Churches, or Chapels, we ſhould go 
to Food and Theatres; and inſtead of 


hearing Divines , ſee Actings and Puppet- 


ſhews. 

O Divine Uſe of Stages and Play-Hou: 
ſes! O moſt admirable Effects of bleſſed 
Bart lemy Fair! Come hither, O ye late 
Prophets, as he doth invite you chiefly, 
to learn Wiſdom and Inſtruction : And nor 
only fa, but come hither alſo, or to the 
other Stages, O all ye Vain Scripturiſts, 
22 
a Cure for this Madneſs and Folly. Or at 
leaſt, come to this Gentleman tor better In- 
formation, who hath put himſelf into the 
Publick Papers for that purpoſe. What a 
ſad thing is it, that any ſhould go about to 
demoliſh ſo Pious a Conſtitution : And to 
perſecute an Eſtabliſhment ſo uſeful and ſa- 
cred. O Smithfield, more glorious in Pup- 
pet-Shews than in Martyrs | O irreparable 
Damage to the Commonwealth ; and ine- 
ſtimable Loſs to all the True Intereſts of 


Godlineſs and Vertue! Thus even May-Fair, 


and the Stages themſelves have been of late 
ſtruck at; thoſe Sacred Receſſes of Wiſdom 


and piety; - thoſe Nurſeries of Learning, and 


Seminaries of Religion; thoſe Inſtructors 
of Youth, and even Guides of Age: From 


whence all Vice, Vanity, or a 
a 
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all Lewdneſs, Atheiſm, or Prophaneneſs, all 
Oaths and Curſes, Drunkenneſs or Exceſs, 
Superſtition and Enthuſiaſm, are entirely 
baniſh'd ; and a noble Scene of Liberty and 
Ridicule, after this Gentleman's own Heart, 
prevails and flouriſheth. Amin 
Ts this Sober Sadneſs, or is it a Trial of 
Ridicule ? An Imperfect Imitation of this 
Writer's more Sublime Genius, and exalted 
Talent in theſe Ways: One had need of 
his Pen to ſet it out to the World more to 


the Life; to make it ſparkle with Beauties, 


and imbellifſh it with Ornaments. What 
doth he think now of his rare Syſtems of 
Wit and Fancy: of Plays, Fairs, Liberty, 


and Puppet. ſpeus : and his new Projects to 


bring in true Sobriety, and a Reformation 
of Manners o Doth it ſtand the Teſt of Ri- 
dicule or not? Doth it bear bravely the At- 
tacks of Banter or not? I confeſs, becauſe 
I ſuſpect his Modeſty, I think it bears it as 


well as one could reaſonably deſire; it 


ſeems to fit methinks very gtacetully up- 
on it; and reflects a peculiar fort of Luſtre, 
and becoming Ornament on this Gentleman 
himſelf, And thus is Freedom encounter d 
with Freedom, Folly with Folly, and Ridi- 
cule with Ridicule : And this is that' moſt 
excellent Catholicon, that moſt Sovereign 
Remedy, which he preſcribes to us for our 

Intel- 
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Intellectual Maladies : Much good may it 
do him ; and he hath my ſincere Wiſhes of 
its happy Effects, and kindly Operation up- 


on himſelf. | 1 2 
But, by the way, if there be ſo much 


the like; how comes it to paſs, that we ſee 
no more of their mighty Wonders amongſt 
us? Certainly they have had, for no ſmall 
time, Liberty with a witneſs ; one would 
think almoſt as much as they could deſire : 
( This Gentleman, in his way, and many 
more, are great Inſtances of it:) And yet 
the World is, Ithink, as full of Folly, Va- 
nity, and Wickedneſs, of Phrenzy, and a 
ſort of Wild Enthuſiaſm, as it hath been a 
good while. Wit, Liberty, and Ridicule 
reign ; and yet we lie in all our Vices and 
Maladies, as if they reigned not. So far 
as I ſee, they only produce greater Degrees 
of Liberty and Licentiouſneſs, of Fantaſtry 
and Impiety; and the Plague is but ſtill pro- 
pagated by the Plague. 

Alas! the Toyings of the Stage, and the 
Applications of theſe Places of Wit and 
Buffoonry, are but generally like the Scratch- 
ings and Rubbings of the Itch or Mange; 
they tickle, and not pain in order to a Cure; 
they pleaſe, and ſpread the Diſtemper they 
ſhould heal or abate. Where Infectious 

| | Sores 


Vertue in Plays, Puppet-fhews, Ridicule, and 
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Soresand Diſtempers abound, is a rare place 
for the Recovery of our Healths ; and tis 
admirable ſeeking a Cure in the Peſt-Houle. 
But there is no contradicting approv d Ex- 
perience ; nor will I the Effects that ſome 
great Wits may have found in a May-Fair , 
a Theatre, or a Smithfield. 

He applauds Socrates his going to the ve- p. 48. 
ry Comedy which was made to Abuſe him; 
and faith, it was fo far from ſinting, that it 
rais d both his Reputation and Philoſophy. It 
was indeed an Argument of the great Mind 
of that excellent Perſon, ſo to go to it; and 
of the Contempt he had of their paltry 
Fooleries : But it was as great a One of the 
Looſeneſs and Corruption of the Times that 
were then; that they could find nothing 
better to expoſe and ridicule than this i- 
neſt Man, (to uſe his ownWords,) that had 
appear d in the Heathen World; and to make 
bim the Subject of the Laughter and Ap- 


plauſes of the blind, vain, or debauch'd Mul- 


titude, and all the Herd of Spectators there 
were amongſt em. And however it tend- 
ed to the Increaſe of his Reputation, yet 
we very well know, that they murther d him 
amongſt em in the Concluſion ; and then, 
like Men frantick and poſſeſs d, were fit to 
hang themſelves for it, when they had done. 
Such a rare Medicine for Wickedneſs and 

Folly 
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Folly is Ridicule; and ſuch a wiſe [ſort of 
Folk are thoſe that are moſt addicted to it. 

It the real Nature and Merits of the Cauſe 
be duely conſider d, I know no Men in the 
World ſuch Subjects of Drollery and Ridi- 
cule as the Wits and Libertines becauſe 
they pretend to be ſo wiſe, who (if we may 
believe Reaſon or Scripture, ) are really 
F---ls ; - to be Men of ſuch elevated Geni- 
us's and Characters, when yet at the bot- 
tom, and in reality, they are either leud, 
groſsly impos'd upon, or fantaſtick. This 
very Gentleman Drolls wittily upon Me- 
lanc holy, Superſtition, and Enthuſiaſm; when 
he himſelf, in a Senſe, is notoriouſly guilty 
of all of them : 

Firſt of Melancholy; for he is ſo 
dark and fuſpicious, ſo clouded and 
benighted in his Diſorder'd Mind, ſo toſs'd, 
(as in a Blanket) and confounded in his In- 
tellectuals, that he cannot ſee Sober Truth; 
or judge of the Grounds of it, when they 
lie betore him: Which is an egregious Et- 
tect of ordinary Melancholy ; when Men 
cannot judge of the Reaſons of Things, 
but are govern d by Conceit and Imagina- 
tion. But if, after all, he had rather reſolve 
the Matter into another ſort of Humour, or 
Intoxication of the Spirits, Iwill not great- 
ly withſtand him in it. Much the ſame 

Effects 
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Effects may ſometimes proceed from dif- 
ferent Cauſes. | 
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Next of Superſtition, or vain Fear; in 


being ſo ſhy, if I miſtake not, in the em- 
bracing of the Truth of our Holy Religi- 
on, upon the account of ſome appearing 
Mormo's or Difficulties in it; in being afraid 
where no true Fear (unleſs it be to the Ig- 
norant or the Wicked) zs; arid not diſcern- 
ing again the real Nature of Things : 


Which J look upon, at leaſt, as equal to the 


Vulgar Weakneſs or Superſtition. 
And laſtly of Enthuſiaſm; in being hur- 


tried on, by a Career of the Spirits, in the 


Tracts of Wildneſs and Infidelity: For there 
may be an Enthuſiaſm, (as Iwill improper- 
ly call it,) againſt Religion, as well as for 
Religion; an evil Enthuſiaſm, and from an 


evil Influence, (however we may not be ſen- 


ſible of it,) as well as a noble One, and 


from a Good : When Men live in Keats, 


or an irregular Fancy, and are not guided 


by the ſober Weight of Things, well go- 


vern'd or balaſted, but by Wine, Humour, 
a light and looſe Temper, or ſome inordi- 


nate Biaſs from Prejudice, Company, or 


irom Conſtitution, 
Whatever it be, he himſelf hath well re- 


marked, after ſome others, that there have p. ef, 


been Euthuſiaſtical Atheiſts : And ſo, I ſay, 
C 2 Deiſts 
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Deiſts too; By which I mean no more than 


Perſons with great Heat, and much Con- 
fidence, and perhaps Wit too, rallying a- 
gainſt God, or againſt the Chriſtian Religi- 


on; and talking upon theſe Subjects as if 
they were inſpir d, and their Wits infalli- 


ble; when they proceed from little but their 
own Hypochondria, or from the Evil One, 
from Vice, Miſtake, or from ſome Stum- 
bling- blocks they ſome way meet with in 
the World. 

When a handſome and Select Club of 
theſe high Wits, or rare Ingenioſos, are met 
together, and by Wine, or otherwiſe, the 
Fits of their Enthuſiaſm are rais d to a due 


pitch, it might be pleaſant to hear, if it 


was not for the Nature (and Unpleaſantneſs) 
of it, their bright and elevated Diſcourſe; 
their exalted Raileries upon our Church and 
Religion, and eſpecially upon Churchmen, 


or the Prieſts of it; (the greater Cauſe they 


from theSlavery of it; their better Schemes, 


have to give them as little occaſion as is 
poſſible) their treating of Myſteries, and 
tome Difficulties there are in it; their Flirts 
of Fancy, and their Friskings of Wit; par- 
ticularly on the Subject of Apparitions and 
Viſions; their ſtronger Reaſonings, and 
more nervous Reflections; their Projects 
and Propoſals for the freeing of Mankind 


and 
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and more agreeable Inſtitutions; their ma- 


king merry, as they think, with the Delu- 
ſions of other Men, and rejoicing in their 
own ; their applauding of Hobbs, the Ora- 
cles, and the Rights, (that operoſe Piece 
of Miſchief and Subtlety; nay, pardon 
here my Enthuſiaſm, that Quinteſſence of 


Gravity, Impertinence, and Impiety; it 


ſhould have been the Wrongs of the Church, 
as to its Bulk and Deſign) the Tale of the Tub; 
and ſo, I doubt not, alſo this Retin'd Letter 
of Ridicule and Euthuſiaſin; Laſtly, their 
torming of Meetings, and free and generous 
Societies, for the carrying on effectually 
theſe their own Reformations, and Propa- 
gations of Wiſdom and Vertue. O hap- 
py ſure, and thrice bleſſed Wights, that 
have the Honour and Happinels ot ſuch Aſ- 
ſemblies as theſe ; of hearing their Wit, 
and ſharing their Wiſdom ; and of being 
made Partakers of all the Choice Myſteries 


of their Liberty and Enthuſiaſm ! 


But after this Vein of Levity, I will now 
2 little more ſeriouſly conſider this Subject 
of Ridicule ; from which, it ſeems, the moſt 


Sacred Things, even God and Religion are 


not to be exempted. But I would in ear- 
neſt demand of this Unbelieving Enthuſiaſt ; 
If there be no Difference in the Nature of 


Things; nor yet proper Decorum to be 
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usd in them ; With what Reverence do the 


Sober, and the Generality of the World, 
think it decent to treat Crown'd Heads ; 


even though their Characters be none of 


the beſt? Is it thought immediately fit, 
or Good Manners, to bring their perſons and 
Governments to the Ridicule? Or will it 
be endur d by them, to laugh at their Laws, 
mock their Edicts, and buffoon their Mi- 
niſters? Are not uſually ſuch Ridiculers ex- 
amin'd and puniſh'd ; and their real Bold- 
neſs, when beyond due Bounds, cenſur d 
by ſuch as are the By-ſtanders? 

might farther carry this to the Caſe of 
Children and Parents ; nay, to ſuch Noble 
Lords as himſelf writes to; and perhaps, 
it I knew him, to his own Perſon ; wha 
might ſufficiently reſent a Ridicule or Af- 
front from an Inferior or Dependant, and 
call em ſoon enough to an Account for it. 
And we know how the Nobility are guard- 
ed about with a Scandalum Magnatum, to 
reſtrain Bold or Licentious Tongues. And 
then if Sacred Eſtabliſhments, and Religious 
Conſtitutions, even of the beſt ſort, are 
not to be treated with ſome Diſtincti- 
on, and not be made the Subject of every 
Jeſter or Buffoon, I have loſt dhe Senſe of 


Phat is ſuitable or becoming ; and muſt 


C ome 
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come to learn it of this Gentleman's Ridi- 
cule, | | ny 2 03210 

But we muſt advance a little higher yet; 
and raiſe our ſelves, in a ſort, from Earth to 
Heaven. What is a Gentleman, Lord, or 
Prince, a Parent, or a Governor, to the U- 
niverſal Parent and Governor of the World: 
(Alas!) They are allbut as Vorms, and Graſs- 
hoppers to the awful Nature, Majeſty, and 
Power of that God, that made us; and that 
hath given us his Laws and Statutes to ob- 
ſerve: Whoſe Scriptures we have before us, 
ſet forth by him (in ſuch a manner as he 
thought beſt) for the Uſe and Guidance of 
his Church in all Ages; and theſe ſo eſta- 
bliſh'd to us by their Sacred and Peculiar 
Authority and Stile, the Majeſty and Su- 
blimity, and yet the Plainneſs and Simpli- 
eity of them; by the Anſwering, in ſuch a | 
ſort, of one part of them unto another, tho, 
as all muſt grant, ſo diſtant and diſtinct 
from each other; by their aſſurd and re- 
ſpective Miracles and Prophecies, ſo mar- 
vellous to be thought of, and ſo proving, 
if conſider d, their own felves: Laſtly, then 
by both Iunate Characters, and Circum- 
ſtances that are viſible in the Books them 
ſelves, (if they were here more largely to 
be inſiſted on) their ſo general Reception 
in a Learned World, and by the moſt un- 
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doubted outward Teſtimony and Proof; (Be 
pleasd to ſee what the Remarks here ſpeak 
excellently well, Pag. 75, &c. And J wiſh, 
this Gentleman would conſider throughly 
ſuch a Tract as Grotius de veritate Religio- 
vis Chriſtiane, upon this Occaſion) that to 
ſcorn, or ridicule'em,and to trample 'em un- 
der foot, as unholy and prophane, or as 
mean and fictitious, and this notwithſtand- 
ing any Difficulties to be found in them, 
mult be the Height, I think, (pardon my 
Zeal) of an Enthuſiaſtick Impiety and Pre- 
ſumption; and ſuch as I can envy in no 
great Wit, (but much the contrary, for I 
find other Paſſions towards them) or Bur- 
leſquing Unbelievers whatſoever. 

Being on this Subject, I cannot but re- 
mark, that while theſe Perſons pretend oft- 
j en to the higheſt Sex/e and good Breeding, 
| p.16. nay, to a Refinement in Manners, and even, 
i if you will believe this Gentleman, to zreat 
| #49 Religion with them; they yet in reality af. 
. front both that, and the Profeſſors of it, 
| from the higheſt to the loweſt, even the 
Wy! whole Nation, with remarkable Freedom 
and Aſſurance : And this much more than 
| in the ordinary way of giving the Lye, or 
1 calling ſome particular Perſons Kis or 
Kn----s; while they attribute, in effect, one 
of theſe Characters to ſo vaſt numbers of 

Perſons 
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Perſons, and theſe of all ſorts, Temporal 
and Spiritual; and ſtick not to reproach 
Saints, Prophets, Apoſtles, and Martyrs; 
nay, (What ſhall I ſay?) the very Lord of 
theſe, and moſt glorious Author and Finiſh- 
er of our Faith, So compleatly bred are 
they ; and ſuch a Refinement of Manners do 
they uſe, to the greateſt Perſons in Heaven 
or in Earth. | 5 7 
And farther, by the bye, I cannot but 
take notice, in this place, of that Argument 
which he treats with ſo much Scorn, 
p. 56. and calls the moſt beggarly Refuge ima- 
ginable ; which yet, when rightly put, and 
not according to his Turn of Repreſenta- 
tion, I look upon to be of no ſmall 
Weight; and, when out of his Gayety 
and vain good Humour, no leſs worthy of 
his own, and all his Brethren's Conſidera- 
tions. And it is this; That conſidering 
what is to be ſaid for the H. Scriptures, 
and the Chriſtian Religion, (A Good-hu- 
mour d and Univerſal Being, he is pleas'd 
graciouſly to own ) it muſt be much the 
ſafer, as well as, in all Reſpects, the wiſer 
way, without a greater Certainty of their 
Falſhood, or Vanity, than ever theſe Cupho- 
phrons could yet make out, to ſhew em 
Reverence . Eſteem; at leaſt to forbear 
their Railleries and Impieties; and if they 
| cannot 
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cannot Receive them ſo fully as many 
Others, (as wiſe, I hope, in part, as them- 
ſelves ) yet not to Ridicule them: Becauſe 
at worſt their Modeſty, and their Modera- 
tion, can do them ſmall Harm; but if 
they be True and Sacred, and of ſufficient 
Evidence, both within and without, I leave 
it to themſelves to collect their blacker 
Crime, and the Conſequences of it. 

So, as to the Nature of God and Religion 
in general, with Puniſhments or Rewards 
after this Life, (as there is all Reaſon in- 
deed for them, and that both Good and Bad 
ſhould not fare alike) conſidering how 
theſe Things ſtand and are found amongſt 
us; ſure, of the two, without great 
Certainty, it is much better and ſafer to 
Believe what we can, and to Live well; 
0 than madly and preſumptuouſly , or Hand 
1 over Head, to Run them all down with a 
if profane Drollery ; and to Trample 'em, as 
= was ſaid, under foot, by a daring Impiety 
| and Buffoonry. May I hint a Paſſage we 
read; And whoſoever all fall on this Stone" 
ſhall be broken : but on whomſoever it ſhalllf® 
fall, it will grind him to powder. Matth. 21." 
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ut ſee the Inconſiſtency, or Extremes 
of this Gentleman: As Humouriſts ande 
| Enthuſiaſts very often fall into them. ef 
Wi ca 


any 
em- 
auſe 
era- 
it if 
21ent 
eave 
cker 


gion 
ards 
n in- 
| Bad 
how 
"nglt 
great 
er to 


well; 
Hand 
th a 
n, as 
piety 
Te we 
Stone 
f ſhal 


h. z. 


remles 
3 and 


F 1 mY P | | - ny 
concerning ENTHUSIASM. 


39 
can never, ſaith he, be too Grave, if we can P. 18. 
but be ſure that we are really ſo; and that 
the Thing is grave as we apprehend jt. What 
wonderful and unſurmountable Difficulties 
doth our Author at every turn meet with's 
Don Quixot himſelf was not more puzzled 


in his Adventures. I believe there are 
ſome People, that can tell when Things ars 
grave, and themſelves too; though it be {6 
great a Difficulty to this Perſon ; (Can he 
tell when he is Light and Frothy ; a Mat- 

ter perhaps of as great Conſequence?) 
and not only this, but that Perſons may, 
if they will, be zoo grave alſo even in grave 
Things. There's nothing but by ſome 
means or other may be carried to Exceſs: 

As there were ſome Hereticks of old, that 
were for the ſtrict Literal Fulfilling of that 
Precept, Pray without ceaſing. But this I 
do not much inſiſt om: How Grave and 

ood the mean while would this Gentle- 


man be, if he had but aſſur'd Objects for 


it? We ſhould have him out-doing all the 
Vorld: But for want of theſe, he is even 
forc'd to take up with a Habit of Levity 

and Ridicule, = T2 
That alſo deſerves to be taken notice of, 
and, but that J am weary, a little Ridi- 
uld ; That he ſuppoſeth, p. 32. that if 
n Inguifition forbad Ferſes, and the Paſſion 
| of 
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of Love as ſet out by Poets in its Heatheniſh 
Dreſs of Venus's and Cupids, and they 


were perſecuted greatly on this Score ; 
we ſhould have all the World preſently, 


Old and Toung, running Mad after Poetry, 
and theſe Things; Field Conventicles, in a 
trice, of Lovers and Poets; Altars flaming 
to theſe Antiquated Dezties; and ſtrange 
Praiſes offer d to theſe Powers of Love. 
Riſum teneatis? Mankind is, I confeſs, 
weak enough, and perverſe too ; but it is 
mightily beholden to this Gentleman , for 
his Charitable Repreſentations. We have 
Laws againſt Knaves, Robbers, Profane 
Perſons, Blaſphemers, and the like: Tis 
a Wonder that all the World are not Cheats, 
Thieves, Atheiſts, Deiſts, Ridiculers, and 
ſuch like. And who knows, by his De- 
ſcription of Things, what a Power a Senſe 
of Freedom , and the Force of theſe Sta- 
tutes, hath upon theſe laſt to make 'em 


Such as they are; and what good Chriſti-W 
ans they might be, if theſe Enſlaving Laws 


were but remoy'd ? But this is but ſuitable 
to what was obſerv'd before; That he 


thought Chriſtianity, and the Reformation, 


Ought more to the Laws that were againſt 
them, and to their Perſecutions, than to 
any thing elſe, for their Prevalency and E- 
ſtabliſhments, Behold the ſhrewd Reaſon, 


{ur a 
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ſurpaſſing Wit, and ſtrong Senſe, there is 
in this Gentleman; and how he hath 
bleſs'd the World with this Teſtimony of his P. 83. 
Sufficiency, and the Solidity of his Brain. 
He hath obſerv'd ſomewhere , { as he 
hath indeed many wiſe Obſervations) that 
tis a hard matter for a Government to ſettle 
Vit: And truly, if he means ſuch as this, 
[ believe moſt Perſons will agree with him. 
It is as Free as the Wind; and J had almoſt | 
ſaid as Changeable, and as empty too. All | 


P. 30. 


that he deſires therefore of it, is to Aeep 
us ſober and honeſt; ( and, believe me, 
Task enough too) and leave Wit to run 
a Wool-gathering as it will : And Sobriety 
and Honeſty will very well conſiſt with all | 
the Wildneſs and Vagaries of it; though it | 
be againſt Religion, and the Magiſtrates 
themſelves. Leave them but this Honeſiy 
and Wit , or the Freedom of Raillery, and 
iſti-Mthey'll Engage for the Saving effectually 
themſelves ; and, no doubt, Such as will be 
guided by them ; having as mach Ability 
in their Spiritual as in their Temporal Affairs. 
They are Men every Inch of them; and 
in all Points Sufficient of themſelves -: 
They are able to Guide any, and need not 
Ibe guided; and know how to Save them- 
elves any way, but in that of Religion. 


hut if this peerleſs Honeſiy, this mo 
an 
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ſtrate to meddle with it; and that for this 
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and Mit of theirs, be not Sufficient for this 
Saving Work, they know not then what to 
think of it; and 'tis in vain for the Magi. 


undeniable Reaſon, That be he ever ſo Vir. 
tuous or Wiſe, (Mark it well) he may be 
as ſoon miſtaken as another Man. O 
the admirable Privilege of Wit and Liberty! 
and Unparallel d Effects of it! Since it ex. 
tends to the ſpeaking Wiſdom or Folly, 
Senſe or Nonſenſe, with a like Grace. 

But enough of this Levity and Ridicule: 
Nor do I Deſign to give him, or my felt, 
the Trouble to follow him in all the Reſ: 
deries of this Letter. The only thing that 
J ſhall do now, will be, with all poſſible 
Brevity, to Run over, by way of Anſwer, 
or tranſient Reflection, the Particulars 
which were Obſerv'd, and laid Curſorily 
together out of his Book; fo far as may 
be needful, or the Subject Matter yet fur 
ther requires it. 1 

And firſt for Heatheniſm and Chriſtianity, 
which he feems deſirous to Level, I ſhall 
only ſay this That thoſe Perſons, which 
cannot Diſcern the effectual Difference 
there is between theſe, the Blindneſs, Fop 
pery, Original and Fabuloſity of the One; 
their mean Polytheiſm and Idolatry, their 
Barbarouſneſs and Brutiſhneſs, with all - 
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wild Doings they had amongſt em; and 
the Weight, Gravity, Sanctity, and Divi- 
nity in the Other; its peculiar Spiri- 
taal, and Miraculous both Commencement 
and Propagation ; ( and ſo alſo if it be 
compard, Root and Branch, with the Ma- 
hometan Impoſture or Superſtition ; which 
'tis much this Gentleman, in the Travels of 
his Brain, never ſo much as mentions ) I 
ſay, Thoſe that cannot Diſcern this, and 
the Church of God, in many reſpe&s, from 
Heatheniſm, or Mahometaniſm; T muſt leave 
em to the Enjoyment of their own Phren- 
zies or Lunacies ; as thoſe, I think, that, 
after all they may have ſeen, have loſt by 
ſome unhappy Fatality or other, their true 
Wit or Sobriety ; and are ſuch as I find not 
my ſelf capable of Diſputing with. *Tis 


ſomething odd, to prove the Sun brighter 


than the Moon ; or the Moon than the 
Pitchy Torches of the Earth. So that if 


this Gentleman be of ſuch a Judgment, or 


good Humour as this, and can diſcern no- 
thing ſolid, or worthy of Credit, at the 
bottom of Chriſtianity, ( as it is in Scri- 
pture) beyond the other Superſtitions of 
the World; I muſt Leave him to all his 
witty, and brain-fick Enthuſiaſm ; and the 
Enjoyment of his Apprehenſions in a Cor- 
ner of Bethlem. | 
— 5 For 
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For the Increaſe of the Church by the 
Blood of Martyrs ; Surely, as I faid, con- 
ſidering their Number and Quality, 'tis a 
Noble Teſtimony to the Truth of our Re- 
ligion ; after all the Slurs that can be caſt 
by any upon it : And that, for the real 
ſake of this, and its great Author, and 
their aſſur'd Truſt in the Goodneſs of 
God, and Promiſes of the Goſpel, they 


( for Ages together ) endur'd the Sharpeſt 


Sufferings and Deaths, that could fall 
well on any Perſons ; to the juſt Obſer- 
vation, and Admiration of their Enemies, 
and the no leſs actual Increaſe of its Power 
in the World. 

The Author of this Letter hath given 
ſuch a Turn to, or put ſuch a Gloſs upon 


this Matter, as, I confeſs, to me is new 


and ſurprizing; turning the very Spiritual 
Armour of the Church againſt it felt. 
*T was all Folly and Infection; and they 
were Martyrs to their Pannict, and a blind 
and Catching Enthuſiaſm ; and not to the 
Glory of God, or the real Truth of their 
Bleſſed Redeemer. See what an Excellent 
Uſe theſe Perſons can make of every 
Thing that happens; and in particular of 
the late Deluſions and Enthuſiaſm of the 
Prophets ; what juſt Thoughts, and wiſe 


Reflections they have preſently upon them; 
and 


ö 
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and how that they omit no Opportunity 
of doing Good to the World, or of- Exer- 
ciſing their Talents of Reaſon and Vir- 
tue. It puts me in mind of that which is 
ſaid in Luke 16:8. The Children of this World 
are in their Generation wiſer than the Chil- 
dren of Light: And I may add, The Apo- 
ſtles of the Dark Kingdom are no leſs 
active, and vigilant, than thoſe of the Truth 

of the Goſpel it ſelf. N Ji. | 
As to the late Prophets, I ſhall ſpeak a 
little more afterwards, Thoſe, in the mean 
time that can parallel them with the Ancz- 
ent Prophets, and Primitive Chriſtians; or 
can think, according to the Rais d Judg- 
ments of theſe preſent Perſons, that Mockery 
and Puppet-Shews might have given that 
effectual Overthrow to the Spreading of 
the Goſpel , which was in vain ſought by 
Violence and Blood; and can thus Per- 
vert, and Burleſque, both the Sacred Me- 
thods of the Providence of God, a the 
Power of his Grace, and the Sufferings 
of the Chriſtians; are again beyond my 
own Contending with them, I know not 
how to contradict, at leaſt ſuddenly, ex- 
travagant Fancies, or Romantick Suppoſi- 
tions. There 1s nothing, but what Wit may 
play the Anticks with. And Wiſe Men 
abus d by a merry Actor, and kugh'd at 
D too 
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too by many of the Spectators, would be 
ill advis'd, over- ſeriouſly to ſtudy the Vin- 
dication of themſelves. All that frothy 
Scene is beſt anſwer d by Contempt, = 
the ſuffering it to Reign merrily in its Sea- 
ſon, and to Cool of it ſelf. | 
This Uſe I will however make, of what 
he ſpeaks of the Power of Ridicule ; That 
if its Force be really ſo great, as he Pre- 
tends ; if Mankind in the Rout are ſo ex- 


ceſſively Weak, and Foly, above all things, 


ſo Catching a Diſeaſe , it may ſtill more 


| Diſcover the Peſtilent Nature of his Be- 


loved Raillery ; and ſhew, how with regard 
to Things truly Sacred, or of the greateſt 
Importance, it ought ſtrictly to be For- 
born or Reſtrain'd. So that Ajax here will, 
and ought, to fall juſtly, by the Hand of 
Ajax. 

"al this J will alſo Add, before J leave 
the Subject; How Probable it mult look, 
that lo- many Great Men and Wiſe, ſo ma- 
ny Rich and Learned, as well as Thoſe of 
lower Characters, ſhould tor ſome Ages to- 
gether, and after they had ſuch Breathing 
Times to Cool and Conſider, and Receive 
3 better Information, from the either Wiſ⸗ 
dom or Allurements of the World, till 
perſiſt in a Mad and Groundleſs Enthuff 


a/m, and Expoſe themſelves to ſuch pen, 
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ed Sufferings for it. What will not Blind- 
neſs and Vanity utter: And how much 
more likely is it, (a Thouſand times more 


likely) that theſe Few comparatively , and 


Giddy, Prejudic'd, or Debauch'd Infidels, 
ſhould be under the Deluſions of their 
Looſeneſs or Pride; and that this Sort of 
Madneſs and Enthuſiaſm of theirs ſhould 
be very Catching, and paſs, as a kind of 
Natural Contagion, from One to Another 
than that all Things ſhould be turn'd Top- 
ſy-turvy, and the Wife and Sober become 
Fools and Madmen, to make way for 
theſe Libertines, and Irreligious Ranters, 
to Ride, as it were, in Triumph over their 
Heads! Strange Things may come to paſs 
in Time: But I muſt ſee much more, than 
have yet done, in any of their Doughty 
Performances, or Attempts ; before I am the 
leaſt ſtagger d in the Truth, or Moved 
away from the Hope of the Goſpel. 1 
Thus alſo for what he ſpeaks, of the Pre- 


wailing of Piety, and Raging of the Pau- 


»ick in Times of Sickneſs arid Diſtreſs, and 
ot either private or publick Calamities; 
tis a rare Slur again, on the ſerious Truth 


and Power of Religion; and a moſt excel 


ſent Comment upon that of the Prophet, 

When thy Fudgments are in the Earth, the Iu- Tf, 26. g; 

habitants of the World will learn Righteouf- | 
D 2 neſs : 


Mark 4. 
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neſs : And fo on all that is ſaid, of Chaſtife- 
ments and Afflictious, in H. Scripture, 

Tiis true indeed, that ſuch like Scaſons 
as theſe contribute oſten to the Force and 
Power of Religion. But this is not from 
the Weakneſs or Decay of Reaſon, and a 
righter Senſe; but from the Freedom and O- 
perations of it in the Mind. It is Stifled, 
at other times, in Abundance of Perſons; or 
Overwhelm'd. It is loſt, or ſuppreſs'd, in 
the mere Natural Purſuits, or Enjoyments, 
of the World: And the Cares of this 
World, and the Deceitfulneſs of Riches, and 
the Luſts of other Things entring in , choak 


the Word, ( ſuppreſs the better Senſe and 


Light of the Mind ) and it becometh Un- 
fruitful. (J hope this Gentleman will 
pardon my ſometimes Citing Scripture, in- 
ſtead of his more Learned Heathen Poets.) 
Our Natures are corrupt, , and our Paſſions 
deprav'd ; our Thoughts vain, and Appe- 
tites irregular ; and ſome Live in a per- 


petual fort of Heat and Intoxication of 


the Mind. In ſhort, the Animal Life 1s 
more, in moſt Perſons, than the Divine; 
and the Earthly Principle ſtronger than the. 
Heavenly: This, and Reaſon of the Sub- 
limer ſort, are kept down, as it were, 


- with Weights and Fetters ; and the Light 


of the one, in this corrupt State, Dark- 


ned 


-— 
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ned, and Overpower'd, by that of the other ; 
So that, without ſome Change and Aſſi- 
ſtance ;. the Leſſening of the one, and In- 
creaſing of the other; great Numbers of 
Perſons can ſeldom feel effectually tha 
Force of Religion, or the Powers of the 
World to commmme. 18 

Now whenever it pleaſeth God to viſit 
with any Sickneſs, or other ſenſible Afi: 
ons, Or in the Time of any great and pub- 
lick Calamity, the Spirits of Men are Sad- 


ned and Compos'd ; their Minds cooler, 


and their Reaſons freer ; and then the ſtill 
Voice of Conſcience, or better Motions 
that are in them, are heard and attended 
tO. ä | 
The Stars ſhine , faith one, (and he a 
Great Perſon) and fill the Air with their 
Species by day; but are to be ſeen only in a 
deep Pit, which may Fence the Suns Light 
from ſtriking our Senſe ſo ſtrongly. Every 
contemptible Candle conquers the Beams of the 
Moon , by the ſame Advantage that the Sun 
doth the Stars, viz. Propinquity. But put 
out the Candle, and you will preſently find 
the Moon-light in the Room. Hence it 
is, that the Light and Life of Nature and of 
the World, or of this low Spirit and Body 
of ours, ſtirring. up the Soul into a perpetual 
Senſual or Corporeal Energy, if we foſter 
D 3 this, 
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this, and unite our Minds, Will, and Ani- 
madverſion with it, it will by its cloſe Near- 
neſs Dim thoſe better, but more ſubtil Phan- 
taſms or Senſations, riſen from the Soul it 


ſelf, or occafiond by other Men's Writings. 


For they will bs in the flaring Light or Life 
of the Body, as the Stars in the Beams of the 
Sun, ſcarce to be ſeen, unleſs we withdraw our 
ſelves out of the fluſh Vigour of that Light, 
into the Profundity of our own Sculs, as into 


ſome deep Pit. 


Now Sickneſs, as J ſaid, Adverſity, or 


Affliction, naturally Enable us to do this: 


Tt Eclipſeth the Light and Vigour of the 
Body, the Gayety of the World, and the 


Charms of Sin, the Vanity of our Na- 


tures, and the Deluſions of the Wicked : 
And by this means Conſcience, Inſtructi- 
on, the Word, and H. Spirit of God, come 
to have a greater Power over us; Truth 
to ſhine, and the Voice of Wiſdom to he 
heard in us; not from the Leſſening, but Ju- 


ereaſe of the trueſt Reaſon in us; not from 


the Impairment, but Improvement of our 


| beſt and Intellectual Faculties; the Awake- 


ing, and not the Stupifying of them. 
And hence it is, and not from mere 
Weakneſs, Superſtition , or Melancholy, 
that the Mind is better fitted, at ſuch Sea- 
fons, for the Impreſſions of Religion : or 
__. 
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Soul then more freely looks abroad , and 


attends to the Notions that God hatꝶ plant- 
ed in it. A Senſe of the Deity , the Dif- 
ferences of Good and Evil, with a future 
State of Rewards and Puniſhments, beyond 
what is uſual, ſhews it ſelf; . as alſo a more 
enliven'd Senſe of the Truth and Sanctity 


_ of the Chriſtian Religion ; a Remorſe for 


Sin; and a juſt Apprehenſion, as of the 
Divine Diſpleaſure, ſo of the Duty of be- 
ing better for the Time to come ; That 
God is the Diſpoſer of all Things by his 
Providence; and that in Him is our Happi- 
neſs and Security for ever. Which only 
argues, that this is the Natural State of 
the Mind; and ſuch as on all Occaſions, 
that are more than ordinary, is preſently 
apt to appear in us: That it is at all times 
at the bottom of the Soul, and more or 


leſs abiding ſenſibly in it; (I ſpeak of the 


Generality of Men or Chriſtians) but that 


. ordinarily it is ſtrangely, as I ſaid, kept 


under by the Vice, Cuſtoms, Buſineſs, or 
Allurements of the World; the luſt of the 


fleſh, the luſt of the eye, and the pride of 


life. And if theſe great Wits ſaw none but 
weak or afflicted People thus addicted to 


Religion, they might have ſome Colour of 


Pretence for what they alledge : But ſince, 
n all Times, generally they find the beſt 
| MM and 
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and moſt Noble Minds, and the moſt Ce- 
greateſt Vota- 


lebrated 1n the World, the 
ries to Religion and Virtue; fince in our 
own Times happily ( amidſt all the Diſor- 
ders or Prophaneſſes of them) we have 
Illuſtrious Examples, dead and living, 
Church-Men and no Church-Men, both of 
Piety and Charity: (A Hale and a 
Boyle, a Mede, a More, and the like; 
Men of as clear Heads, largely ſpeaking, 


great Abilities, and diſintereſted Tempers, 


in their reſpective Ways, as moſt that the 
Age, or the World, hath known.) I ſay, 
ſince all this is ſo certain and indubitable, 
methinks it ſhould Suppreſs a little the 
Confidence of ſome Perſons ; bring them 
„and Reſervedneſs 
at the leaſt; and make em effectually See 
the Inſignificancy and Indecency of ſuch 
vain Pretences, and yet Contemptuous Al- 
legations, as they bring uſually againſt the 
Truth of Religion. 

For the Freedom that he uſeth with Pub- 
lick Authority, and his Playing upon the 
Magiſtrate, and his People's Leading Religi- 
on; it is but ſuitable to his Principles, and 
all the Reſt that he hath ſaid. Si Populus, 
vel ſi Magiſtratus, vult decipi, decipiatur. 
If the Prince or Magiſtrate have no more 
Wit than the Common People, but love to be 

2 . De- 
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verence have theſe Gentlemen for the Wife. 


dom, or Eſtabliſhments; of either. And 
indeed; thoſe that have ſo little for God, 
or his Inſtitutes, at leaſt ſuch as are Chri- 
ſtian; it is not to be expected that they 
ſhould have much for thoſe of the Mayi- 
ſtrate : And if Chriſt be deſpis'd, and his 
Goſpel ridicul'd ; how ſhould it fare better 
with his Church or Videgerents The Diſ- 
ciple is not above his Maſter, nor the Servant 
above his Lord: If they have called the 


Maſter of the Houſe Beelzebub”, Bom much Math. 1. 
more ſhall they call them of bis Honſe- 


But this it is to live, as he expreſl 
in a Free Nation, ſuch as ours (it ſeems) 443 
and where Impoſtare hath no Privilege; ſo 
that neither the Credit of a Court, the Power 


hold z | 2 1010 
y boaſts, 


of a Nobility, nor the Awfulneſs of a Church, p. 15. 


can give her Protection, or hinder her from 
being arraign'd in every Shape and Appear- 
ance, 3, * 4:3 V 

This is the Glorious Liberty' we enjoy ; 
and ſuch as this Gentleman, to uſe his own: 


Words, without running too far, however 


unto ſome he may ſeem to do ſo, very plen- 
tifully uſeth. And truly, ſince we live in a 
Place of ſuch great and excellent Freedom, 
and that even the moſt awfu/ Things cannot 

:” 
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any way reſtrain us, I hope this ſame brisk 
Writer will not apprehend his own Worthy 
Perſon, whoever he be, in the leaſt exempt- 
ed from the like Freedom ; but conclude, 
that I have the ſame Liberty with himſelf, 
for Arraigning Impoſture , Madneſs and 


_ Enthuſiaſm, in every Shape and Appear- 


By the way, my Lord, I cannot but take 


notice, what Advocates theſe Gentlemen are 


of late grown, for Liberty of Conſcience ; and 

ainſt the Violence of Perſecution. I am, 
with that Worthy Perſon that made the Re- 
marks, entirely againſt the Ways of Perſe- 
cution ; and ſubſcribe to all that Wiſe Per- 
ſons have ever ſaid againft it; though at 
the ſame time a Man may lament the Di- 
viſions, and-unhappy Separations, there are 
amongſt us. But it is worthy of Obſerva- 


tion, with what excellent Charity, and true 


Chriſtian Zeal, theſe Enthuſiaſts tor Dezſm, 
or at leaſt Scepticiſm (if J may thus ſpeak) 
preſs a general Liberty for all Perſuaſions, 


or Enthuſiaſms, of Men. And what is the 


true Original of this? Divide & Impera. I 

deſire to be pardon'd, if I think it to be 

from ſomewhat the ſame Grounds, that the 

Romaniſts, in a late Reign, were ſo much for 

an Univerſal Liberty of Conſcience ; 2. e. 

to ſnelter themſelves well, at firſt, under it a 
| | an 
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and when that was. done, to engroſs, if 


poſſible, by degrees the Chief Rule to them- 
ſelves. And as at this Day, nothing de- 


lights the Papiſts more than our Varieties oft 


Diviſion, which they alſo further to the 


utmoſt of their Power ; ſo theſe Libertines 


of ours , Theiſts, or no. Theiſts, ſeem to 
pleaſe themſelves not a little with our Va- 
rieties of Religion; (or, as they love ra- 
ther it ſnould be term'd, of Superſtition, 
or Enthuſiaſm) and to ſpread in triumph 
their Tokens and Banners upon them. And 
T hope our Diſſenting Brethren are as ſenſi- 
ble of theſe. their Deſigns as any. Men; 
will con them as much thanks for their no- 
ble Charity, ſo far as it is of this ſort; and 


make ſome wiſe Uſe of their Temper and 


Proceedings. | 
J paſs now to a great Point in his Book; 
ana which ſeems to have given an Occaſi- 
on to the whole ; and that is his Oblique 
| levelling the pretended 7»ſpirations , and 
Aduations of our late Prophets, with thoſe 
we read of in Holy Scripture. But thoſe 
that cannot diſtinguiſh between theſe two, 
T think their Eye-fight muſt be ſtrangely 
loſt, or clouded.” I my ſelf had the Hap 
to ſee one of theſe Perſons in his Agitati- 
ons, one of the Younger Sons, as it were, 
of the Prophets ; and, but for an Accident, 
| | had 
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had heard interpreted to me ſome Things 


that he utter d. For his Motions; I confeſs, 


I neither did, nor do yet know ſo well, how 
to account for them in a Natural Way 
(though I know the Arts that may be as) 
and do believe there was more of Poſſeſſi- 
on, than intended Impoſture or Deluſion, in 
them. And by the various Accounts I have 
had of others, I find {till abundantly m more 


_ Cauſe to be of this Opinion. 


This Writer himſelf, it ſeems, ſaw a cer- 
tain Gentleman in one of his Extaſies; and 
heard him uttering Prophecy in a Pompous La- 
tin Stile, of which out of his Fits he is whol- 
ly incapable : And he makes the Symptoms 
that were upon him to ze as Heatheniſh, 
as he can poſſibly pretend them to be Chriſti- 


an; and likens them to thoſe of the Sybil 


in the Poet. 
Now I would ſcriouſly ak bim, What he 


makes therefore of this odd Appearance 


What Account he is able to give of it > Or 


how he ſatisfies himſelf in it? Such a Wiſe 
Perſon and Philoſopher as this, methinks, 
both out of regard to his own Underſtand- 
ing, the Satisfaction of the Reader, and in 
particular, of that Noble Lord of ſo rais d 


Abilities he makes his Florid Addreſs to, 


ſhould have ventur'd at ſome Solution of 


the Difficulty ; or elſe not ſo lankly have 


mention'd 
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mention'd-it againſt himſelf ; and only ſent 
us to the Poet, for a Reſemblance of the 


Thing: Whereas if Virgils Deſeriptions be 


true, and ſuch other Ancient Relations we 
have; it may add to it, or bring a new Dif- 
ficulty, but accounts for none. And there- 
fore however this Gentleman may ſmile at 
it, I take em both to proceed from Preter- 


natural Cauſes ; ; and to be, in reality, from 


the Agency of Inviſible Spirits: Which, 
both good and bad, have ever interpos d, 
more or leſs, in Human Affairs; and accord- 
ng. to their Permiſſions, or Opportunities 
or it. 

Doth this Author believe the leaſt of the 
Heathen Orac/es 2 Or but any of the Prodi- 
gies, and Supernatural Appearances, that 
are often mention'd > Or ſuch a one, in 
particular, as that ſpeaking of the Ox, Cave 
tibi Roma? If he Joth, What can he reſolve 
them rationally into, but the Secret Actings 


of Inviſible Spirits? Which, no doubt 


at all, like Men here, and the better Spi- 
rits above, are very various, and very nu- 
merous. And if the Deifm of this Gentle- 
man cannot extend it ſelf to another State; 
or to a Belief of his own future Being, and 
other Souls in it, (as he doth not give di- 
rectly any Hints of it) I look upon him as 
in a very ſorry and poor Den ; and 

in 
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in but a low Form, even in the Academy of 
his own Enthuſiaſm or Profeſſion. 
He mentions the Lymphatic: , and the 


 Nympholepti, with other Perſons agitated a- 


mongſt the Heathens. Now theſe, again, 
as to any thing preternatural, are either true 
or falſe. If falſe; he muſt firſt ſnew it; and 
then he muſt prove em next to be Paral- 
lel with our late Prophets and Enthuſiaſts; 
and that there is no more in theſe latter 
than in the former: But if true; they are 
{till Evidences of the Feats and Workings of 
ſuch Subtile and Inviſible Agents, as have 
in all Times, by numerous Appearances of 
one ſort or another, ſhew'd themſelves. 
And to deny this, muſt be to overthrow all 
Hiſtory, Sacred and Prophane; and to Be- 
lieve nothing, in the beſt and moſt approv'd 
Authors, but what we pleaſe ourſelves; and 
is perfectly ſuited to our Humours, Biaſſes, 
Apprehenſions, and the like. 
Thus how full is Ly, Plutarch, Suetonl. 
us, and others, (not to mention any Mo- 
derns) of Things of an extraordinary Na- 
ture in one kind or other: And to reject 
entirely all ſuch Narrations, without better 
Grounds than theſe Gentlemen have to offer, 
is paltry and contemptible; and only ar- 
gues, how ſome Perſons Paſſions, and un- 
Warrantable Prejudices, are too ory 
| their 
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theit Reaſons; whither their Unbelieving 
Enthuſiaſm carries them: And how much 
ſooner they can break a little Jeſt, make a 
loud Laugh, or vent a ſlight Piece of Rail- 
lery; than ſpeak a wiſe Word againſt the 
| Clear Evidence , and ſtrong and manifold 
Effects, which we have at large for theſe 
Truths. 

; Thus he ſpeaks Univerſally with great 

Scorn of Armies in the Air, and ſuch vifiona- 

H Phenomena ; and reproves even his great 
and dear Lucretius himſelf (bating that it 2 
eas neceſlary 20 give way to this common 25. 

£8 Diſtemper of Enthuſiaſm) for his Counte- 

. © nancing of them. 

1 But by his favour, Lucretius ſeems to have 

. acted, in this Caſe, withmuch more Judg- 
ment than himſelf; and to have found the 
d Thing fo well eſtablifh'd by Fact and Teſti- 

6 mony, as with Reaſon and Modeſty not to 

be deny'd: (What will this Writer ſay to 
„ Foſephus and Tacitus, in what they ſpeak of 
». | Prodigies before the Deſtruction of Feruſa- 
3 alem; and theſe Armies, in particular, fght- 
g ing in the Air? So allo 2 Macch. 5. 2, &c. 
cr to fay nothing of our own or. other Chro- | 
er, nicles.) And therefore being forc'd, he 
ir. | allows the Phenomena ; but then gives ſuch 
an extravagant Solution of them, as this | 
ror Gentleman himſelf is much aſham'd of: But. 
eir unleſs 1 
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unleſs it be the true one, I deſire any, if 


they can, to give a better, And truly I 
ſhould have been glad to have ſeen a better 
from this Writer, touching that which he 
heard in the Gentleman's Extaſy : Perhaps, 
according, to Lucretius, I know not what 
Motions, and unaccountable Efluvia wan- 
dring up and down, contributed tothe form- 
ing of that Sound of Words, and Latin 
Stile, which iſſued from him; and they 
were but the Eccho, or Reverberation of 
thoſe contain'd in the Air, 1:9h bas 

But now I think of it, this ingenious 
Perſon may in reality help us to a much 
better Account of the Difficulty ; though 
he hath not directly apply'd it to it. It 
is contain'd chiefly, p. 68. upon the Occa- 
ſion of aSignalMiracle, he ſpeaks of, among(t 
the new Prophets, acted premeditately, and 
with warning, before many hundreds of People, 
who actually give Teſtimony to the Truth of it. 
But here he asks, Was there any preſent, not 
addicted to this Se? No, nor yet to any other 
Enthuſiaſm ? but by reaſon of their Sound 
Fudements, Clear Heads, and Freedom from 
Melancholy, incapable of it. Unleſs he can 
make out all theſe Things concerning him- 
ſelf, (Alas!) the Pannick, as he argues, may 
have been caught by him, the Evidence of hts 
Senſes loſt, as in a Dream, the Imagination 
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inflam'd, and every Particle of Judgment and 
Reaſon, (ſo terrible is the Danger, and in- 
tenſe the Heat) 4urnt up. 7651 of 
Theſe are his Words ; and ſo, who knows 
whether it far'd thus with him or not, (he 
owning. himſelf an Enthuſiaſt ) when he 
heard that Pompous Latin Stile, Se. And 
there is the more Danger ſtill in this, ſinee 
he tells us but the Page before, that there 
is a ſort of Enthuſiaſm of ſecond hand, or from Fe Of 
the Teſtimony of others , tho' of our ſelves 
we be otherwiſe ſober. And therefore, by 
the bye, I will take a ſpecial Care, how I 
receive the leaſt Infection ſrom this Gen- | 
tleman; as JI depend uſually very little on 
what he faith. He gives us warning, in 
particular, againſt the being /mpos'd on to be- 
lieve falſe Miracles; and to oppoſe thoſe De- 
luſions which come arm d with the ſpecious pre- 
text of Moral Certainty, and Matter of Fact, 
writ in different Letters. All which, as 
| hath already been Remark'd, we are to take 
as level d againit the numerous Teſtimonies 
that we have for the Miracles of our Holy 
Religion. But a Reply to this I leave to be 
had from a greater Pen: And only obſerve 
more, that I never, before this, apprehended 
the Danger of loſing our very outward 
Senſes, in what we fee, or hear, amongſt Fer- 
ſons Enthuſiaſtical; fo that, unleſs you ſtop 
F 1 
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your Noſe, Eyes, and Ears, or be particu- 
l larly careful of them, you may eaſily come 
1 to have em all Zurnt up, with the Particles 
1 of hour Judgment and Reaſon" (1 doubt thoſe 
| of this Gentleman have been notably Sing d 
in the Company of Prophecying, or Won- 
der-working People. Behold the rare Rea- 
ſons, wiſe Solutions, and Uncommon Ob- 
ſervations, nay, (What ſhall I fay 2) Anti- 
dotes againſt the Goſpel, offer'd unto the 
World, and his Noble Lord, from this O- 
racle of Wiſdom, and of Ingenuity. 
Upon the whole (to return from this Di- 
greſſion) I look upon it, that Divine Provi- 
dence, as is uſual with it, will overthrow 
the Meaſures of the Evil One, and of Un- 
believers, by that from whence they 
thought to have ſuck'd out no ſmall Advan- 
rage. This ſtrange and new Scene of our 
late Prophets, here and in other Parts, 
ſeems, at firſt ſiglit, to give a Handle to the 
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wiſe Men have, and will more and more ſee 
through all the Marks and Tracings of it; 
and tor any at large, if they impartially 
conſider it, they will be enforc'd to ac. 
knowledge, that fuch Things as have hap- 
pen'd amongſt them, are not to be aſcribd 
to meer Melancholy and Enthuſiaſm ; but 
$044. ; iii | | to 
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Infidel, to flight and expoſe Religion: But 
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to ſome higher (till, and more than ordina- 
ry Cauſes. And it is known, as to themſelves, 
that they do with the greateſt earneſtneſs 
imaginable aver, and truly many Things 
ſhew it, that they are under the Power of 
a Supernatural Agent. We know not well 
the Syſtem of the Inviſible World, the Laws, 
Permiſſions, Powers, or Varieties of it; 
and how eaſy, it is, in certain Caſes, for 


them to play their Pranks, or to buſy them- 


ſelves amongſt Men. If we did as ſome, 1 
believe, have ſhrewdly gueſs d, we ſhould 
not be ſo ſurpriz d, or at ſo great a loſs in 
accounting for ſuch ſtrange Phenomena, as 
the preſent, , And indeed, to make ſome In- 
ference now, this very Thing amongſt us 
ſeems a.freſhand notable Inſtance, as 1s well 
obſerv'd*, of both the Exiſtence and Adti- 
vity of certain unſeen Spirits there are in the 
World; and theſe as palpably manifeſt in, 
this Caſe before us, and yet as unaccepta- 
ble altogether to the Unbeliever as the ve- 
ry Stories of Witches and Apparitions them- 
ſelves. ' a | 
I will add, that it is the Art, (as I may 
fo ſpeak) as well as Goodneſs of Providence, 
conſidering the State of Men here, thus to 
uifpoſe or permit Things; that they may 


ver and anon have ſomething more than 


E 1 ordinary 
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ordinary to entertain them, and to awaken 
and exerciſe their Drowſy Spirits with; 
to amuſe and ſtartle them; and for all, as 
they are diſpos d, to make their proper Ob- 
ſervations upon: Which ſhall be ſuch in the 
Concluſion, maugre all the Slights or Ri- 
diculings of the Infidel, as ſhall turn to 
the Te of the Sober, and Advantage of 
Religion. | 


J confeſs, as to my ſelf, I have ſeen ve. 


ry little of theſe Prophets; nor yet have I had 
the Opportunity to read ſeveral of their 
Writings. But by what I have heard, or 
ſeen of them, I am clearly of the Mind of 
the Author of the Remarks, and many o- 


thers, concerning them; and that nothing 
will ſolve the Appearances amongſt them, 


but the Hypotheſis of Poſſeſſion. He ſeems 
throughout to give a good Account of 
them; the moſt Rational in it ſelf, and the 
beſt ſuited to their Perſons and Circum- 
ſtances ; as freeing them from Intended 
and Premeditated Impoſture, and yet not 
from the Charge, though againſt their Wills, 
of groſs Deluſion and Superſtition. And 
truly it the Good Spirit could ſo actuate Ba- 
laam , lay hold (as he obſerves) of King 
Saul, and even over-rule the Tongue of a 
Caiaphas ; (in all which I know of no true 


 Difticulty ) and if the E One could fo af- 
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fit and ſeize the Body of Job, and be per- 
mitted to attempt the Son of God himſelf; 
it is not ſo very ſtrange, that he ſhould for 
Ends that we know not, be allou d thus to 
actuate, evenSenſible and well-meaning Per- 
ſons, as well as others. 

It is not eaſy to be expreſs d, or con- 
ceivd, however ſome may be ſtartled at it, 
what mix d and confus d Doings there are 
zmongſt the Laps d in the other World; 
how numerous, and how buſy, eſpecially: 
when at liberty, the Spirits and Inhabi- 
tants of it are. We have abundant Proof 
in Holy Scripture it ſelf (as alſo indeed out 


of it) from the beginning to the end, of 


th's Truth; and particularly in the Times 
of the New Teſtament. And what faith a 


Learned and highly Judicious Perſon, 


ſpeaking of ſome Forlorn (eſpecially as they 
were then) and giddy-headed Sefts, as he 


there terms em, of theſe Times 2 A- 
"1 weſt them, 1 dare ſay, a Man may 


no 
find out a greater number of Dæmoniacks 
than Chriſt and his Apoſtles are ſaid to cure. 
Atter which he gives us an Account of ſun- 
dry Demoniacal Symptoms amengſt em; con- 
eluding the ſeventh Paragraph thus: Such 
wild Tricks as theſe are theſe Deluded Souls 
made to play, to make Sport for thoſe Ae- 
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rial Goblins, 'zhat drive them, aud attuate 
them.”  Ib| 02.21 3236 03 bon 
Nay, he ſticks not to add; That the Di- 


ſtemper of the Age hath been ſuch, that none 


that believe Evil Spirits at all, and their 
Dealing with Men, need eaſily to miſtruſt, 
bat that all this would ſufficiently appear, 
if there were but ſome Venerable Perſon like 


our Saviour, that could command them from un- 


der this Power, by which many of them are ſo 


madly aftuated ; and more befides John Gil- 


pin and John Toldervy would acknowledge 
themſelves to have been poſſeſs d. The whole 
is highly worth a ſober Perufal on this oc- 
caſion; and is to be found, My/2. of Godlineſs, 
Book 4. Ch. 6. Ene; 
If this Hypotheſis be allow d ( and it 
forceth indeed its own Way) there are no 
Appearances, or extraordinary Occurren- 
ces of any ſort, that we have heard of a- 
mongſt em, but may very eaſily be account- 
ed for: Whereas without it, Men muſt con- 
tradict Fact, and be put to forc'd and im- 
poſſible Shifts in their Solutions of them; 
or elſe reſt ſtupid in the Thing, and pro- 
nounce them wholly vnaccountable. 
Falſe Signs, and falſe Miracles, and the 
Actings of Evil Spirits, are moſt frequent, 
as I ſaid, in Holy Seripture: And with re- 
ſpect to theſe Prophets, and the Trying eh 
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ſuch like, Biſhop Blackall's Sermon upon 
that Subject gives us a _ = and ex- 
cellent Account. 

In the reading of Mr. Mariow's Frophs: 
cies, Sc. I always thought there was ſomes 
thing little and mean, and far below the 
Majeſty of the Spirit of » Prophecy, ſucli as 
is contain'd in Holy Writ. The Appear- 
ance alſo of that ſingle Perſon that I my 
{elf ſaw, when out of two of his Extaſics, 
by no means pleaſed me; there wanted 
much of that Gravity, awful Senſe, and 
ſolemn humble Behaviour that I ſhould 
have expected in ſuch Circumſtances. 
And in ſhort,(not to infiſt on the more pal- 

pable Falfities amongſt theſe, as to ſtated 
— Ido firmly believe, that there ne- 
ver yet was, nor ever will be any Vain 
Signs, or Falſe Inſpirations; but that, in a 
little time, there will appear ſufficient Sy mP-. 
toms, and abundant (Hharacteriſticts, where- 
by to diſcern them from the true, or ſuch 
as are really Divine. And this is all I hold 
it needful to obſerve on the preſent Subject; 
and by way of feconding, or enforcing, the 
Drift of the Remarks. The Prophecies ot 
the Scripture are deep and folemn; and 
have a plain Majeſty and Sublimity in 
them: And there are in ſome Books, ſuch of 


the Church, from the Beginning thereof unto 
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prize and raviſh the Mind in the due Inter- 
pretation, (ſuch as Mr. Mede and ſome o- 
thers have given) and Conſideration of 
them. But this may be thought Enthuſi- 
aſm with a witneſs. 

J come now. to the laſt, but not the 
leaſt Point to be conſider d in his Papers; 
(L look upon it as the chief and greateſt of 
all) and that is, his Notions and Repreſenta- 
tions of the Deity, as they were before ex- 
preſs d. And here he will have God to be 
all Goodneſs, and pure eaſy Benignity, with- 
out any Mixtures of Judgment, Anger, or 
Severity in him: For this, according to his 
uſual both Wit and Judgment, he is pleas'd 


to term Malice; and there can be no Ma-' 


lice in an Infinite and Univerſal Mind; and 
nothing but Ill Humour can bring a Man to 
think, that the World is govern d by a Malici- 


ous Power: Nor can any thing but Ill Hu- 


mour (in which I perfectly accord with him) 


be the cauſe of Atheiſm, &c. 


Now however this may affect, in a 
fort, ſome kind of People, it doth not at all 
concern the truly and judiciouſiy Pious, or 
Sober. They have as noble Apprehenſi- 
ons of the ever-glorious Divinity, and of 
his moſt perfect Goodneſs, (though not al- 
together in their Way) as this Gentleman, 

4 EE © 97 
: 


concerning ENTHUSIASM: 


or any of his Friends, can poſſibly have; 
and, I believe, much truer and nobler too. 
They conceive, that the Divine Nature is 
not only in the Language of Sycophants, or 
Paraſitical Worſhippers, but actually and 
eternally, a moſt abfolutely Glorious, and 
moſt Perfect Being; and, by conſequence, 
no leſs infinitely Amiable and Defirable 


That Nothing can be taken away from 


him, or added to him : That he is Com- 
plete in his Wiſdom, Goodneſs, and Pow- 


er, his Truth, Juſtice, Holineſs, Majeſty, 


Providence, and the like; however any 
of them may be Miſinterpreted by the 
Sons of Men here: That there are the 
Marks of all theſe, in the amazing Frame 
and Immenſity of the Univerſe ; an illu- 
ſtrious Copy, or outward Viſible Image, 
of his Glorious Perfections; and which is 
ſuch, as no Man can Extend his Thoughts 
to, either the Bounds, or the Excellencies 
of it: To ſay nothing, after this, of the 
Conſervation of all Things in their Order 
and Harmony; almoſt equal unto the firſt 
Creation of them: That God, in a word, 
is ſo abſolutely and diſintereſtedly Good, 


that it hath been truly ſaid, That if there 


was any thing better than He, God would 


love that Being better than himſelf ; So 
i | om 
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remote is he from the leaſt Touch of Nar. 
rowneſs, or of Imperfection. | 

Now let us ſee, if we can make this Be. 
ing to Comport with the Nature and Ap- 
pearances of Things; and to give Laws, 
Govern, and Judge the World, without any 
Malice or Ill Humour. 
- I would demand then, firſt, what this 
Gentleman thinks of the Malice, or Ill Hu 
moar, of Parents, Maſters; and Governors 
here; if a Child, Servant, or Subje& be 
never Puniſh'd , but from Revenge, Malice, 
and ſuch like? Whether this be not neceſſary 
to be done thus amongſt our ſelves; and the 


Peace and Order of the World conſiſt not 


exceeding much ix it, and by it > Whether 
thegreateſt Kindnels, as well as Juſtice, and 
both Concern and Good- Will, do not often 
accompany it? And if theſe Things be in 
Men, and are both ſo Natural and ſo Necel- 
fary ; I would ask, Whether it can ſeem ſo 
Strange and Unneceſſary , that ſomething 
Analogous to it (as we are indeed little 
Images of our Maker) ſhould be found 
in the All- Perfect and All-Wiſe God? 

Nay, I would ask this Gentleman, what 
he thinks of all the moſt Severe Perſecu- 
tions, Tortures, and Deaths, that are 
ſometimes Inflicted in this Lower World; 


nay, and oftentimes eſteem d N eceſlry 
an 
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and Juſt, for the Order and the Govern- 
ment of it > Shall Men do theſe Things 


to Men, and be Juſtified in them; and yet 
ſhall not God Judge, and even ſeverely Pu- 


niſh, the obſtinately Prophane, Wicked, or 


Unjuſt, without the Imputation of Fury 
js Malice > Is Man greater than God > 
Or are Men's Tntereſts, Peace, and Go- 
vernment, their Honour, or their Perſons, 


| of greater Account; and more the Objects 


of Juſtice, or of Vindication, than the 
Honour, Power, or Intereſts of the Dei- 
ty ? This, I hope; will open the Fye a lit- 
de, and let us ſee Place for the Laws and 
Sanctions, the Juſtice and the Puni ſpments; 
as. 70 as the Goodneſs and Benignity of 
Go 


But farther 1 would ask this Gentleman, 


What he conceives of this World, and the 
State of Men in it: Are they Angels, or 
Men? Or are they Saints, and good Men ? 
Or are they ſunk, falln, and Degenerate 
Creatures ; Vain from their Births, and 
Coverd over almoſt with Iniquity and 
Corruption : Doth'he'take this World for 
a Heaven, or Paradiſe; or rather, as it is 
now moſt render'd', à Priſon and a Hell? 
Doth' he not ſee plainly all the raging Vi- 


ces and Confuſions of it; the Wars, Slaugh- | 


ters, the Madneſs, Tojuſtice, and Oppreſ- 
ſions 
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ſions in it; and even in ſome better ſort of 
View, the Slightneſs, Vanities, or Impieties 
of it > Doth he think then, that This is 2 
Place for nothing but Sweetneſs and Good 
Humour; and that there can be no Puniſh- 
ments, or Exerciſe of Diſcipline, fitting, or 
deſerv d, in it? We may as well ſay this of 
a Newgate, or a Gate-Houſe : And perhaps 
the wiſeſt Perſons, and from the wiſeſt 
Principles, look upon this World but as 
one of the Gaols of Divine Providence, 
comparatively ſpeaking; (and yet how 
Gracious is it, Noble, and Bountiful even 
in this:) a Bede-Houſe, and a Place of 
Nurture and Correction. | 
Furthermore, I would ask him; If he 
canaw nd out God, or his Ways, unto Per- 
fection; mor underſtands the large Compals, 
and immenſe Circuits, of his Wiſdom and 
Providence: If he knows aws the Myſteries 
of Souls; nor all the various States and Regi- 
ons of them; and how one Part of the 
Univerſe hath reference unto another: Whe- 
ther then he can judge of all the Ways of 
God in this Lower World, in a Cenſuring, 
or Peremptory, manner, without he had a 
greater Cognizance of the whole? Whether 
we ſhall not do well to look upon our 
{elves as Vanity and Nothing, in compari- 
fon of God; as vile Earth, and miſerable 
| Sin- 
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of N Sinners; rather than pretend to ruſh into 
les ¶ his Secrets, break boldly into his Ark, and 
52 sit as abſolute Judges on our Stool of Sin, 
00 Ignorance, and Preſumption, upon the 
h. Laws and Providences of our Glorious 
or ¶ Creator? 5 Vun 85 
ot Are Perſons here permitted to know the 
PS Secrets of Governments 2 And are not ſome 
elt ¶ Methods often cenſur d by many forward 
25 Subjects (and that very frequently, as un- 
e, Nskilfully as undutifully) that are us d for 
their real Good and Benefit > Are theſe 
en meet, therefore, to know always upon the 
ot WSpot ; or to judge ſufficiently of theſe 
Things? How much leſs thoſe that are 
he Worms more than Mey, of the Ways, or Go- 
= vernment, of the Supreme Lord and Ruler 
15, Hof the Univerſe 2 1 "7 
nd W This Ingenious Perſon himſelf knows fo 
les well the Laws and Meaſures of a complete 
Drama, that the By-ſtanders, and eſpecially 
the common Bulk of them, can judge but 
very meanly of the Perfectneſs of it, nor 
indeed of its Upſhot or Deſign, by ſome 
8g imperfect Views of a Part of it; which 
la may be Condemn'd , again, or Diſlik d, 
er very unskilfully and unjuſtly, This, with 
ur Reverence, we may eaſily apply to that 
'1-  Conſummate Juſtice, Harmony, and Con- 
e trivance, there is in all the Ways and 
. . Works 
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Works of the Almighty; that Maſter. 
Framer; and Architect of the Scenes of 
the Entire Univerſe : And whoſe Wiſzom, 
if we tliroughly underſtood it, we ſhoul 


. fee, reacheth from une End unts another 
mightily, and ſweetly doth ſhe order all things, 


poor 2 Part of it as e do here, may Cen. 
ſure ignorantly, or Miſlike ; but can judge 
but little perhaps of its true Nature, and 
ſtill leſs of the Glory and Perfection 0 
the whole. 
I cannot forbear dete che giving a 5 
Lines, out of the ſame Book of that moſ 
Excellent perſon that Was before referred 
to on this Occaſion; with reſpect to ſome 
Objections made, or Difficulties propound 
ed on this lower Earth, and the long Amb 
ges and tireſome Cirblinitumces ; „ 4s The 'Ob- 
jection words it, of the Divine Providence, 


Things no leſs excellently ſpoken, he goe 


'on thus. Fools, ſaith he, and Children, 4 
the Proverb is, are unfit Spettators of Thing 


in Motion and Tranſattion , they knowing n 
at all whither they tend. "And it is 10 won 


der, if the Stupid World be much amus'd a 
Providence, till that Great Dramatiſt, Got 
Almighty, draw on the Period to the laſt Ca 
taſtrophe of Things; viz. The was” 0 
| the! 
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them here on Earth firſt, ind afterwards 
in Peaven : For then certainly (as he hath 
it) Heaven and Earth will ring with this 


Plaudite, or Acclamation. Verily there is a , 1:55 


reward for the righteous ; doubtleſs there 
is a God that judgeth the Farth, Pf. 58. alt. 
And this in ſuch a manner, as is alto gether fit; 
and no otherwiſe. The Whole again is Wor- 
thy of a particular Peruſal. B. 2. Ch. 8. 

"And I doubt not but it will then be ful- 
ly Underſtood, how wiſely and befittingly, 
all the entire Scene of Government and 
Religion, in this Lower World, hath been 
carried on, from the beginning to the end, 
in a Way of Perfect Suitableneſs to the 
Nature and Circumſtances of it. And far- 
ther, it may be noted, That a great many 
have Objected againſt Religion, and the 
Divine Providengs „that Judgment hath 
been ſo long Peferr d; and Things promiſ- 
cuouſly fall out, for Good or Evil, in this 
preſent Earth. All things come 3 70 all. 
Let him haſten bis work, that we may ſee it. 
Where is the Promiſe of his coming: Or 
elle, Let us eat and drink, for to-morrow we 


die; and ſhall be no more. Whereas, this 


Perſon, ſo far as I ſee, (which is his great 
Singularity, ) will, contrary to the Senſe 
of Mankind , have the Divine Being to 


exerciſe not any Juſtice or Judgment at all: 
It 
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It will bring him under the Charge of 
Malice and Revenge. How much better 


ſpeaks the Pſalmiſt, in his divine Rapture: 
With Righteouſneſs ſhall he judge the World, 


and the People with his Truth. 


Upon the whole, my Lord, I would de- 
fire this Ingenious but Over-light Gentle- 
man, to read what God himſelf ſpeaks to 
Fob from the Whirlwind, Chap. 38. 2. (He 
is not, I perceive by p. 52. unacquainted 
entirely with the Book) Who. is this that 


 darkneth Counſel by words without knowledge? 
Sc. And again, Chap. 40. 2. thus; Shall 


he that contendeth with the Almighty inſtruct 
him? He that reproveth Cod, let him an- 
ſwer it—— Wilt thou alſo diſannul my Fudg- 
ment 2 Wilt thou Condemn me, that thou may | 
be righteous * v. 8. After this, poſſibly 
(or aſſuredly, whenever he ſhall truly 
awake) he will anſwer with Job, and ſay; 
Behold, IT am vile, what ſhall I anſwer thee? 
I will lay mine hand upon my mouth. Once 
have I ſpoken, but I will not anſwer; yea 
twice, but I will proceed no farther. v. 4, 5. 


have utter d that ] underſtood not; things 


too wonderful for me, which I knew not. 
Wherefore I abhor my ſelf, and repent in duſl 
and aſhes. Ch. 42. 3, 6. 


Fu- 
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| Further, ler us conſider, that God 
ſees not only the Outſide, (which is bad 


15 enough of all Conſcience) but alſo the In- 
le of the Hearts, and Wickedneſs of Men; 
their Secret Evil Machinations and Tem- 


pers, as well as what is more Oper ; their 
Pride, Envy, Malice, and Hypocriſy ; 
their Lawleſs Luſt, Viciouſfieſs, and Pro- 
phaneneſs ; their Cruelty, Avarice, Perfidi- 
Jouſneſs, and the like: To fay nothing of 


- all the Leſſer Evils, Follies, Vanities, Paſ- 
„ ſons, and Frowardneſſes, (inward as well 


„Is outward) amongſt the Children of 
2 Men. And who can think of theſe, and 
all the Maſs of Wickedneſs in the World at 
large ; and fancy, that it ſhould raife no- 
thing but the Deity's Good Humour and Be- 
nignity ; provoke no Wrath nor Indigna- 


1 ion at all? Nay, who (in truth) can re- 
15 le& ſeriouſly on his own Follies and De- 
© fects, paſt or preſent Frailties ; and Ob- 


iquities, of whatſoever kind; and not be 
humbled in the Sight of his Maker for 
hem? Not be ſenſible of theirDeviationsfrom 
Truth and Righteouſneſs z And that they 
might, and ought to have done better ? 
Happy is this Gentleman, or very Un- 
happy, if he can find nothing of this in 


umſelf. 


F Nay, 
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Sun, and to Judge them for it, he would 


cumſtances, is the Entire Univerſe, bott 
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Navy, ſome, while they have Contem- 


plated the whole Face of Things, and that 


Rabble (as it were) of Sin and Sinners 
in the World, have conceiv'd ; That if ſome 
Good and Godly Man was to Sit in the 


Circle of the Heavens, and to See entirely 


all the Wickedneſs that is done under the 


not be able to endure it; but would with 


Fire, or Water, Deſtroy again the Acton 


from off the Stage of the Earth; or at 
leaſt Judge immediately, and Confound 
the Wicked. And a very Great Perſon 
(as I have been inform'd ) was heard to 
ſay, That if God was not Omnipatient 4 
well ax Omnipotent, he could not Govert 
the World. So far are theſe from the Senſt 
and Humour of our preſent Writer ; and 
ſo Conſiſtent do they think Juſtice and 
Authority, and even Severity too, wit 
the Univerſal Goodneſs and Benignity d 
God. The Truth is, the Former are but as 
Parts and Modifications of the Latter ; (2 
they are, in like manner, in Wiſe and Good 
Men:) And by all thefe together, ac: 
cording to their proper Occaſions and Cir: 


wiſely and righteouſly, Taught and Go. 
vern d. 


Not 
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Not that (properly ſpeaking) there are 
any Paſſions in God; or any thing that 
ſavours of Human Affection, or Compoſi- 
tion; any Wrath, Anger, Provocation; Re- 
venge, Fealonſy in point of Honour, and the 
reſt. (Though the Caſe is otherwiſe with 
Chriſt, in a juſt Senſe, as to his Complex 
Nature, whenſoever he is ſuppos d to have 


been firſt inveſted with the Government 


of the World. Vour Lordſhip may be 
pleas d to ſee here, Piſcourſe of the Deſcent 
of the Man Chriſt Jeſus, Sc. and the 
Defence of the ſaid Diſcourſe, out of the 
01d Teftament, p. 53- ) But all theſe are ſup- 
plied by the Fixt, Steddy, and Eternal Na- 
ture, or Perfection, of the Deity ; by which 
he immutably Approves the Greareſt Good, 
and Judgeth, or Condemns, the contrary E- 


1 Vil: And this, by virtue of the Preroga- 


tive and Perfection of his Being; or, as 
it is a Neceſſary and £fential Part, or Con- 
ſtituent, of ſuch an All-wiſe, All-good, 
and All- perfect Being as God is: For theſe 


Relations, and Natures of Things, are 


MW Neceſſary and Unchangeable; and flow as 


certainly and intrinſically, from the Eter- 
nal and Unavoidable Differences of Good 
and Evil. And unlefs we ſuppoſe God 


bound, in a forcible way, for ever to have 
kept out Sin from the Univerſe; (Which 


F % 
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let any Man prove, if he can: And ſee what th 
is ſaid on this Curious, Difficult, and Sub- ex 
lime Argument, no leſs weightily and cu -I fei 
riouſly, in the Divine Dialogues; Dial. II. he 
Numb. 19, Qc.) it will neceſſarily follow, I far 
that he muſt Rebuke and Puniſh it; and qu 
make a great Difference between the Ways Fe 
of Good and Evil in the World. TI 
But thus who can think; That Groſs M 
Villany, or Injuſtice, Blaſphemy, Prophane - Gc 
neſs, and the greateſt Impiety; the making wh 
nothing of Murder, Adultery, or Fraud; an 
of Damning, and of Curſing ; Deflow ring or 
of Women, and Betraying them with Pr. 
Oaths; the Height of Pride, Covetouſ- 1" 
neſs, or Selfiſhneſs, and a conſtant Courſe De 
of Luſt, Wickedneſs, and Riot; are not cu 
proper Objects of the Juſtice and Chaſtiſe- ths 
ments of God; and ſuch as argue a Gi? 
gantick ſort of Enormity and Apoſtacy 
worthy of the Vengeance and Arrows off e 
the Almighty? But I dwell, I fear, a lit 
tle over- tediouſly on theſe Things; which, 
I think, are plain to the Godly, however 
they may be ſumbling-blocks unto th 

Wicked. | 
But now, as to the Meaſures, as he 
ſpeaks, of Indignation, and thoſe Degree 
of Puniſhment, which he ſo particularly 
harps on; I ſhall only ſay this: That 
| | 
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the Interpreting of Places of this kind, 
exceeding Good and Learned Men go dit- 
ferent Ways; and ſuch as I ſhall not ſtand 
here to judge of, or enumerate. But I will 
farther add this (which I make no 
queſtion, but every Judicious, or Senſible 
Perſon, may as abſolutely depend on) vix. 
That however we underſtand or take the 
Matter, nothing ſhall be found done by 
Jod, in the Concluſion of Things, but 
what ſhall aſſuredly in it ſelf be moſt Juſt 
and Equal : Nothing, either to the Wicked, 
or the Righteous, but what ſhall be Ap- 
prov'd of by all Perfect and Rational Be- 
ings. And howſoever we may be in the 
Dark at preſent, or puzzled in ſome Parti- 
culars, and the Accounting for them; God 
iſe. {hall entirely, in the End, be 7y/fzfy d, both 
in his Sayings and Doings, and clear when he 15 
judged. Let no man think, that he ſhall 
ever receive any thing unjuſtly; or beyond 


it the Bounds of Equity, or of Goodnels ; 


from the Hands of God. Shall not the 
Judge of all the Earth do right? As all 
other Things, ſo the Nature and Degrees 
of Puniſhments themſelves, will be perte& 
and exact; and very fully according, and 
only according, to the Attributes and Per- 
fections of God. But what this Nature, 
and theſe Meaſures are, muſt be left 
F 3 ſole- 
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ſolely to Time, and to Himſelf and is 
paſt the Underſtanding of Man here, or 


with regard to Particulars, to Define. And 
leſs than this TI Cannot, and more I Dare 


OY rr. ES oh. F -W- ]}_ TS 8 ON" "TIY 


not fay, in ſo Awtul and Profound a Point 
as the preſent is. 

So alſo for what he ſpeaks of denying our 
Reaſon; and the Affectation of Belief in 
Points too hard for cur Underſtanding i Þ ' 
Surely he doth not expect, that there 
ſhould be nothing in the Nature of God or 
Religion, nothing in the Soul, the future : 
State, the Reſurrection of the Dead, or p 
the Laſt Judgment; but what is perfectly | 
Level, and this even at firſt Sight, to our g 
Underſtandings; and muſt be made, as 
we ſay, as plain to us as a Pike-Staff. Are n 
we, indeed, of ſuch Exalted Capacities : f 
Or ſo worthy to be made the immediate a 
Intimates and Privy-Counſellors of Hea- i 
ven? But do we find this in Philoſophy, or 
the Sciences? And can we allow our Great 
and Wiſe Creator, which hath Made the W . 
Univerſe ſuch an entire Myſtery, and ( 
lodg'd ſuch Secrets and Treaſures in it; 
to have Nothing of this ſort in H. Scrip- U 
ture: Let us be ſure, That we firſt Under- 
ſtand Our ſelves, as alſo next the . Scrip- 4 


tures, aright; the Types, Figures, and the 
Language of them; and this from * x 
lalt; 
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laſt ; before we ſtumble at, or cenſure, ſome 
Particulars in them. That alſo ought to 
be well Conſider d of the H. Pfalmiſt ; 
The Secret of the Lord is with them that 
fear him; and he will ſhew them his Cove 
nant. 

As to the Doctrine of the i 6 
which, I doubt not, is particularly ſtruck 
at ; it is ſo Deep and Venerable, that T will 
not pretend here to meddle with it: But 
this I will ſay; That if it be fo wholly Ir- 
rational, and altogether Unaccountable, as 
{ome pretend, and no Ground early or 
late for it) it is a great Myſtery to me, 
how thoſe Admirable Perſons ; and Divi- 
neſt of Philoſophers, the Pyrhagoreans 
and Platonifts \, ſhould in their Way , and 
Moral Excellent Philoſophy, come ſo _ 
to the very Terms and Subſtance of it ; 
it is well known, and hatli been often A 
out, they in reality did. And for the reſt, 
I will only add; Let any one overthrow 
the Doctrine of the H. Trinity, as it 15 
Contain'd in Scripture, if he can. | 

For the Reſurrection of the Body; any one 
that is diſpos'd, may Confult again . of 
Godlineſs, B. 6. Ch. 3 „Sc. and in particular, 
1 Cor. 1 5. which, I tink. is the cleareſt Ac- 
count and Interpretation of it. And for 
the Day of Judgment; an Excellent and 

F 4 moſt 
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moſt Rational Deſcription, as of many 
other Things, is likewiſe given of it by 
the aboveſaid Author, in the Book that is 
cited: And I know little of Difficulty, as 
to the Thing it ſelf, after what is there 
ſaid. | 
But why do I mention, or particularize 
in theſe > I doubt not, but Wiſdom is, and 
will in all Things (after all) be ju/fified 
by her Children. But ſuppoſe all theſe My- 
{teries and Difficulties in Scripture : (As que- 

ſtionleſs, in divers Things there is a Pro- 
foundneſs and Myſteriouſneſs in it; and 
this deſign'd and intended; beſides what 
is found in Matters of Prophecy) Yet, 
is there no Modeſty, no Submiſſion in 
the leaſt, upon ſuch as theſe, amongſt 
Men ; no Reſtraint, or Decorum, in their, 
either Hearts, Tongues, or Pens? Where 
we fee ſo many other Things Admirable 
and Divine, Plain and Authentick , and 
coming down to us, (earlier or later ) 
| with the moſt extraordinary Circumſtan- 

1 ces, and undoubted Credentials ; ſhall 
| theſe weigh nothing at all with us, be- 
cauſe of ſome Myſterious Difficulties that 
are met with (Such as affect not the I Ct 
whole, and are only ſome Particulars, I the 

And what marvel is it?) too high for | ter 
the Underſtanding. of frail Man fully to of 

com- 


„ COLO PTIELE 


concerning ENT Hus IAS M. 
comprehend, or attain to? But is there 


85 


therefore no Regard, as I ſaid, to be had 


to the Truth of the Scriptures, or the Au- 
thor of them 2 No Belief, or Reverence, 
with reſpect to the Perſon of our Ever- 
glorious Redeemer, and his Bleſſed Goſpel 2 
Not the leaſt Value for Reveal d Religion; 
or all the Propheczes of the Whole >» And 


will nothing ſerve us but a Contempt - 


the Sacred Eſtabliſhments of the Church > / 


Quis furor hic? What a ſtrange way of 
Proceeding is this > And how would it 
look, if apply'd to ſome other Books and 
Caſes beſides > 42 2 90 01 f 

And now further to proceed, to what he 
objects againſt the H. Scriptures, and the 
G OD of the Chriſtians, from his being 
Repreſented as jealous of his Honour; and 
tho' ſo diſintereſtediy Good, yet being /o de- 
firous of laviſh Praiſe , and an ignorant and 
even forc d Applauſe: This makes a Shew z 


but hath nothing of Weight, or Subſtance, _ 


in it. It doth not conſider, That God, in 
this, condeſcends to the Paſſions and Aﬀe- 
tions of Men; and deals with them ac- 
cording to the State of Degeneracy and 
Childhood, they are here in: And, what is 
the chief of all, according to his own E- 
ternal Excellencies; and for the Happineſs 


of the Creature; which muſt needs oy 
| 
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fiſt in the due Knowledge, and real proper 
Diſcharge of all that Praiſe , Worſhip, O- 
bedience, and Thankſgiving, which is eter- 
nally Due to him. For God is both ſo in- 
finitely Great, and infinitely Good; and ſo 
much the Stay and Centre of all the Rati. 
onal Creation, and their Sacred both Pat- 
tern and Original for ever ; that to be Se- 


parated from him, or not to have that 


Senſe and Acknowledgment of him that 
we ought to have, and both Adoration 


and Imitation of his Perfections; muſt be, 
to be Flung off from the Head of the U- 


niverſe, to be dark and dead Rays ſeparated 


(if it could be) from the Body of the Sun, 
and to loſe all our Light and Influences 
from Him, the very Happineſs of our Be- 


ing, and End of our Creation : Which 


was, to Know and Adore this Supreme 
Good ; and to be as infinitely Bleſt in the 
Love and Enjoyment of his Goodneſs for 
ever ; partaking of his Nature, and Ex- 
ulting in all the Creatures that have been 
made by him. 1 mm 

So that 'tis not, as Self, but as the Su- 


preme Good , and as the Happineſs of the 


Creature is bound up everlaſtingly in Him ; 


that God Requires this Praiſe and Obedi- 
| ence from us: And to whom, indeed, 


ſhould 
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ſhould they for ever be render'd , but to 
himſelf > And how worthy an Object, 
and /olely fo, is He, of all the Admirati- 
on, or Celebration, that we can ever pay, 


or exerciſe, towards him? And the more 


completely and dz/tntereftedly he is this, fo 
much {till is he the more Abſolute Object 
of our utmoſt Praiſe, Honour, and both 


Veneration and Imitation, And how juſt- 


ly might he Exjoin this to ſuch Sunt Mor- 
tals, as were fit to Worſhip every vain Ob- 
ject and Idol of their own, with him, or 
before him 2 And when he Requires this 
Worſhip and Applauſe from them, ( to uſe 
this Gentleman's own Word) it is not to 
make it forc d, ignorant, or unprofitable ; 
but to raiſe them to ſuch a Senſe (if they 
are Capable of it) of both the Duty and 
Happineſs of the Thing, as that they ma) 
moſt freely Pay, be fully Perfected by, a 
Rejoyce as inceſſantly in it. Nite ON 


How can it be troubleſome to Praiſe the 
Sun 2 And how worthy alſo is it of Won- 
der and Praiſe > But this is nothing to 
the Lord of the Sun it ſelf, the Light and 
Life of the Entire Univerſe : Who likewiſe 


37 


4 


doth good ( as this Inſtructor would have 


{ | him) to the Unthankful and to the Evil; 


and ſheds his Light and Rain upon the Fuſt 
and the Unjuſf, But furely, it is the Hap- 
| pineſs 
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pineſs of his Church and People, to be 
Taught, and Enjoin'd alſo for their moſt 
certain Benefit, as well as for his own Ends 
and Glory in the World ; and becauſe of 
their. Weakneſs and Inſtability, of them- 
ſelves, more particularly to Know and 
Praiſe his Name. 

But theſe Things are almoſt endleſs, as 
well as needleſs, to be particularly — * 
ted; bating that the Importunity of this 
Gentleman, in his looſe Harangues, ſeems to 
call for and extort it from us. What a lit- 
tle there is, in all his ſmall Allegations, of 
ſuch a ſort as theſe (on which yet he lays a 
great ſtreſs) I hope every one will by this 
ſufficiently ſee. And what a Senſe, doth he 
think, the Angels, and Bleſs d Souls (if he 

believe any) have freely, and exultingly, of 
the never-ceaſing Praiſes and Glory of their 
Maker 2 Tis certain we can add nothing 
to him: And yet tis ſtill the natural and 
unavoidable Duty, Efflux and Felicity of the 
Upright for ever. 
| And here, though I have been ſo long, 
1 T muſt not omit to note thoſe excellent 
i" Words of his, (ſome of the choiceſt that 
i he hath) if as well made uſe of, or apply d 
j by him. They are p. 57. 70 love the Pub. 
lick, to ſtudy Univerſal Good, and to promote 
the Intereſt of the whole World, a far as it is 
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in our Power, is ſurely. the Height of Goodneſs; 


and makes that Temper which we call Divine. 
But when he ſuppoſeth, That theſe, as the 
Holy Scriptures repreſent the Matter, may 
be in a greater Perfection in the Lord he 
writes to, (for ſo he Complements him) 
nay, in his own Perſon, than in God him- 
ſelf; as not, if you regard him, ſo deſirous 
of Praiſe, and impatient under Obloquies, 
and ignorant Cenſures, as God is made to 


be: This is again too freely, and overdaring- 


ly, ſpoken. I would intreat him, to remem- 
ber what, or Who he jeſts with; and that 
God is in Heaven, and he on Earth. The 
Subſtance of what he drives at, hath been 
anſwer'd before: But I add now; That this 
is, as if Children ſhould argue againſt their 


Parents, or Governors, that they are not ſo 


pettiſn and captious as they; ſo Humour d, 
or ſo ſevere, and ſo expecting of a punctu- 
al Homage and Obedience; they can bear 
with one anothers Injuries or Follies, with 
Miſtakes or Neglects; and not preſently be 
ſo Unmerciful, or Revengeful, and make ſuch 
a deal of Work upon it, to whip, beat, hang 
and quarter as they do: That for heir parts, 
they could not find in their Hearts to be ſo 
cruel, or ill- natur d, ſo full of Malice and Fum in 
the Caſe. Would not this be a pretty ſort of 
Speech, or Argumentation? And would not 
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Reflefiions upon a LETTER 


doms govern'd, by ſuch wiſe Heads? Let 
this Gentleman ſee then a little Image of 
himſelf, and of his Heroick Reaſonings in 
this Caſe. | I muſt conclude with an Allu- 
ſion to what was ſaid by a moſt Reverend 
Perſon upon another Occaſion, viz. That 
theſe are Fair Words, and Gilded Expreſf- 
ons ; but (while he makes ſuch an ill uſe of 
them, and ſeparates them from thoſe of 
Truth and Soberneſs , or from the Sacred 
Scriptures, as in effect he doth)” Unſound- 
neſs and Corruption are at the bottom. | 
As to our being afraid to examine 1 
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Nature of God, or look into his Goodneſs; I IM | 
knowofnoGood Perſons, and Wiſe, that a6 ( 
And Ihave ſaid enough, I hope, to cure him 1 
as to Many, of ſuch an evil Suſpicion; 180 { 
dare aſſure him farther, that th more ſuch P 
Perſons look into the glorious Attributes of MW , 
God, and view his Word, and his Works, p 
the more they find Matter of Admiration MW + 
Praiſe ; the more of Awful, and Pro- x 
found Adoration of his Aſtoniſhing Excel- 0 
lencies and Perfections. c 
As for his ſo Sovereign Reaſoning to thoſe 
that can apply it, viz. There can be no Aa- g 
lice, but where Intereſts are oppoſed: A Uni- n 
le 


verſal Being can have no Intereſts N ; 
C 


and therefore can have no Malice: It is, in 
reality 
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reality, but very poor ſtuff. I would ask, If 
there be no different Intereſts between God 
and the Devil? (But perhaps he believes no 
ſuch) and ſo all ſorts of Wicked and very 
bad Men; and ſuch as contradict, and en- 
danger, the general Peace and Harmony of 
the Univerſe 2 When the Oppoſition is like 
that of Light to Darkneſs ; or rather Dar 
neſs unto Light. And not from Malice, or 
Revenge, in a Human Senſe (which are his 
very Ill apply'd and affected Words) but 
from the Sanctity, Purity, and Perfection 
oſ his Nature, God bears a Divine Juſtice 
and Antipathy towards Sin; and puniſheth 
and diſcountenanceth it, becauſe of its fatal 
Miſchief and Infection, and becauſe the 
Good of the whole (in his own Words) and 


nothing elſe, is his Sovereign Will and Plea- 


ſure ; and his Zutereſts and his Glory are 
contain'd in it; and he zs again a Mind 
that hath relation to the whole; and rakes care 
of the Goodneſs and Perfection of it, and 
that it doth not ſwerve from its Duty and 
Happineſs. . So that the Reaſon which he 
ofters for a Confirmation, proves quite the 
contrary to what he brings it for. 

Iwill take notice, by the way, of another 
glib Miſtake of his, p. 66. though of leſſer 
moment. We may have, faith he, an exctl- 
lent Ear for Mufick, without being able to per- 

form 
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form in any kind : We may judge of Poetry, 
without being Poets: But we can have no to- 
lerable Notion of Goodneſs without being tole- 
rably good; or, as it ought to run, without 
being good: Which I look-upon as no ſound 
Obſervation. I believe many ad Perſons 
may, and have often had very conſiderable 
Notions of real Goodneſs; and be able to de- | 
ſcribe. it, and yet poſſeſs effectually but | 
little of it. Video meliora, proboque, &c. 

1I I ſhall cloſe theſe with the noting of 
what he hath p. 76. where he brings in his 
Lucretius, as forc'd to acknowedge ; ( And 
he ſeems himſelf alſo to join with him in it) 
That there is at leaſt a wondrous Diſpoſition 
in Mankind towards Supernatural Objects; and 
that, if theſe Idea's are vain, they are yet in 
a manner Innate, or ſuch as Men are really born 
to, and can hardly by any means avoid. And 
truly then one would think, though the 
Philoſopher denies it, yet that he ought in 
reality to Alm the Principles of Religion to 
be Natural: And ] lay hold of his Concel- 
ſion; that he thinks a Divine might raiſe a 
good Argument from hence for the Truth, as | 
well as the Uſefulneſs, of it. And it is that | 
which they do frequently raiſe from it. 
And they will thank him, I ſuppoſe, for his 
ſo frankly owning the Force of it. And if 


he would but ſtep a little higher, and ces 
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ſon to be enlightned by Grace; there would. 
be no Controverſy with him: And he | 
would have found ſome other Buſineſs on | 
his Hands; and ſome better Amuſements for P. 5. | 
himſelf, and his Lord too; than the firſt | 
Writing, and then publiſhing to the World, W 
this fo Vain Piece, and Irreligious Letter 
of Enthuftaſm. | | 
J ſhall haſten now, what T well can, to an 
End of theſe Papers; having been much 
longer than I once intended. Your Lord. 
ſhip will be pleas d to excuſe, Thope, both ' 
the Length and Imperfections of them. 
The Importance of ſome things drew me, 
whether TI would or no, to the enlarging on ' 
them. And J was willing to touch upon the 
greateſt Edge of all his moſt material Ob-- 
jections ; and eſpecially ſvch as the Wor- 
thy Remarks had, according to their de- 
ſign'd Brevity, either very little, or not at 
all, mention d: And they ſeem d, as I thought, 
© rather to invite ſome other, to a further 
Conſideration of this Gentleman's Letter. 
have my ſelf done it,according to the beſt 
manner that I eaſily could; and what I 
thought withal the Nature of the Thing 
eall'd moſt for: And'tis ſuch as, in the main, 
doth abundantly ſatisfy my own Mind;haw- 
x > ol ever 
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ever it may have the Misfortune (though 
I will not yet wholly deſpair of the contra- 
ry) not to pleaſe that of ſome other̃s. 
Iwill not pretend to all the good Z umour 
(Lam ſure, not to all the Humour at large) 

of this Gentleman; no, nor yet to all his 
fine Airs, and neat Turns, his Juſtneſs of 
Stile, and Politeneſs of every find: Theſe 
are Things, that I never ſo much as aim at; 
beingunus d to them. They are above my As 
bility. And I deſire only, to expreſs my ſelf ſo, 
as that I may conyeniently be underſtood, 
But I wi pretend to as much true Freedom 
of Thought, on the Subjects of G O D and 
Religion, as he himſelf can: And J muſt 
ſay; That, the more I zhink, the more] ſee 
the Truth and Importance of both; and am 
the more ſatisfy d of the Excellency and Ne- 
ceſſity of them. 
And ſure, If we grant an Eternal Being, 

or Manager of the Univerſe, (as this Gen- 
[5 tleman himſelf doth, and is pleas'd to call. 
jt him) we ſhould grant alſo that he muſt Go- 
1 vern it by proper Laws and Sanctions; and 
eſpecially ſuch diſorderly and depraved 
i parts of it as our ſelves are : Whom it is 
| worthy alſo of the Divine Goodneſs to take 
—_ ſuch Care of; as that the Willing and Obe- 
dient may haye an Opportunity of reſto- 
ring themſelyes to Happineſs, and his Fa- 

your, 
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concerning ENTHUSIASHE 
your, and of being made Partakers of all 
the Joys and Glories of his Cœleſtial King- 
dom: And, at the ſame time, it is but ſuita- 
ble, that he judge and puniſn, on the contra- 
ry, the obdurately Wicked, and the Unbe- 
lieving. And how this could be better 
done (all things conſider d, and well un- 
derſtood) than in the Holy Scriptures, from 
the Beginning to the End; Ileave the ſharp- 
eſt Eye, or the keeneſt Judgment, if they 
can reach throughly to it, to diſcern, or de- 
vite. © -. l 1 
The Author is 'pleas'd to ſpeak very _ 
much of Deſcending into our ſelves; and“ mM 
looking into our ſelves, &c. in order to the P. 67- 
forming a good Judgment of things; that , ,,. 
we are 10 judge our own Spirits firſt, whether 
it be of Reaſon and found Senſe, or it indeed 
to judge at all: Which is excellent Advice; 
but that which, I almoſt ſuſpect, this Ingeni- 
ousPerſon himſelf never truly and effectual- 
ly did.I dare almoſt ſay, That he little or ne- 
ver queſtion'd, at the Writing of this Let- 
ter, the Ability and Validity of his own 
Spirit and Judgment for it ; but took it for 
granted, that he was ſedate, cool,and imparti- 
al, free of every biaſſing Paſſion, every giddy 
Vapour, and Melancholy, or yet other Fume; 
and that he perfectly anderſtood himfelf, and 
knew what Spirit he was f. 
G 2 But 
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Bnt now the Queſtion is, Whether eve- 
ry one elſe will think the ſame of him, or 
his Performance, as to the Coolneſs and 
Tudiciouſneſs of it, that he himſelf may. 
I confeſs, cannot; and have hinted the Rea- 
ſon . And moreover I conceive, That 'tis not 
ſufficient only to look into our ſelves, right 
or wrong, or let our Tempers and Deſigns 
be what they will , but it muſt be with 
{ome real Coolneſs and Seriouſneſs; it muſt 
be our true ſelves, and with a right Faculty 
of Judging, and taking a// things in, that are 
to be conſider d; or otherwiſe we may be 
as ill, or worſe than we were before : And 
thus the Judger will be {ſtill judg'd, and 
Impos'd upon, by ſome half things, and 
imperte&t Caſts and Colours of his own : 


Which I take to be the Caſe of this Per- 
ſon. 1 5 Gs 


We muſt not truſt too much to, I know 
not what, preſent gay, or good, Humour; which 
like a Vill in a Wiſp, or a Meteor in the 
Air, may lead us out of the way, and make 
us conclude jollily, that we are right, when, 
as to the main, we are ſheer wrong. The 
cool and ſadder Temper may often teach 
us that which the Sanguine and Airy can- 
not. Some obnoxious Perſons, in much 
Danger, or unhappy Circumſtances, may 


endeavour to keep up their Good Humour, 
and 


——— — 


concerning ENTHUSIASM. 


97 


% 


and conſiderably do it; but ſtill their Caſe :: ++ 


is never-the better for all that ; nor can it 


alter the fix d Truth or Nature of any thing. 


He ſpeaks indeed in a certain Place, and 


with a good Grace, againſt ſome that are" 3+ 


all Air and Humour; which he terms juſtly 


2 ſort of Inconfiderateneſs and Madneſs (and 


wiſheth it ſhould never be his Lot. ) Which 
is rarely well ſaid : But thenT would anew 
intreat him, to confrder a little more and 
better, and not to indulge too much to Air 
and Humour, even while he exclaims againſt 


it; but become a weighty Thinker and 


Contemplator indeed ; and take not only 
ſome Colours and Difficulties, ſome Weak- 
neſſes, or Miſtakes,of Mey into his Thoughts; 
but the more ſubſtantial Bulk and Moments 
of Things; and weigh the rea/ Nature's, Di- 
vine Marks, or other Teſtimonies of them. 


For Inſtance ; 


He would do very well to conſider the 


admirable Nature(take it all together )of the 
H. Scriptures; the nobleWit, ſublime Senſes, 
and peculiar Strains that are found inthem; 
ſuch as a Man may much ſooner Fec/ than 
Expreſs: And, in particular again, ſuch/znate 


Marks and Characters of the Truth and Cer- 
tainty of the NewTeſtament,asare contain d 


in Borelius's Account, as abridg'd by the great 
Author{now ſeveral times mention d) of the 


Mit. of Godl. and found publiſh'd in it, in his 
Latin 
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1 if 98 Reflection: upon a LETTER 
Fl 7. 6b. 11. Latin Theological Volume, now lately alſo ſet 
forth in Exgliſh. He himſelftakesnotice of the hand- 
ſome Speeches and Addrefles of St. Paul on di- 


vers Occaſions in the Acts, p. 47. And there is that 4 
Air in his whole Life and Writings, and indeed A 


thoſe of the other Apoftles and Evangeliſts, as 
may put it beyond the doubt of any Reafonable 
Mind,that can Judge,or Diſcern, that theſe Per- 
ſons were'highly ſincere and real, in all that was 
Acted, or Recorded, by them. 

But to draw now to a Cloſe; I cannot but 
with ſome regret Reflect, What excellent Per- 
ſons this, and ſuch other Gentlemen might be, 
if they bent their Wit and great Parts ſome bet- 
ter way, than for the beating down the Truths 
of Piety and Religion. Their Minds might be 
adornedwiththe richeſt Fruits of Wiſdom and Vir- 

tue; and They be Ornaments and Examples, 
a ſolid Freedom and Happineſs of Life (ſuch 
as True Religion doth as truly afford) of both 
in the World. And I would beſeech them to 
recollect, how ſenſible they may be, one day, of 
the Abuſe of the Talents which God hath given 
them; and of what they forfeit by this Eſtrange- 
ment from his Laws and Religion; and, which 
is ftill more, what a Miſchief they may do to 
his Glory in the World, and to the Souls of o- 
thers, by the Wit that they employ againſt its 
great Donor, and by their Infidelity. 

I appeal to em, upon the Suppoſition of the 
Truth of the Chriſtian Religion, and the Sa- 
credneſs of the Perſon of its great Author, with 
thoſe Infinite Obligations, and ſtrong Engage- 
ments of all ſorts, that we have to him ; What 
they can think of their Mockeries and Raille- 
ries; and all the Defpight they may have ſhewn 
to his Blood, Goſpel, Church, and Mane 
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ſet As to real Abuſes (where they are truly ſound Ms 


nd. or groſs Hypocriſies, and Errors; let them Tax 
em, and welcome: But let it ſtill be with ſome 


9 | 


that I Temper and Decorum ; and without the bold 
wy Attacking the very Temple, as it were, of GOD, 


and his moſt Holy Religion. 
able 'Tis never too late to grow wiſe and ſober; 
Per. to think well of our Proceedings, and, as oc- 
caſion is, to draw. back, "Tis a Diſtich very 
worthy to be remembred; _ YI 39 
Errors in time may be Redref. | 
The Shorte#b Follies are tbe beſk, | 
It is no Uneaſineſs to think, but ſome ſort of 
Pleaſure ; When I was a Child, (or under Preju- 
dices and Miſtakes) I ſpake as a" Child, &c. 
And Perſons, when well grown, can look up- 
on ſome of their Youthful Performances, and 
be pleaſed with the Wit of them; and yet at the 
ſame time diſcern the Fla ws, and want of Judg- 
ment in them. 97:55) 9:84 01 
I doubt not but there will be good Uſe (and 
that Providence deſigns it) of ſuch Permiſſions 
as we ſee; and tis our Sins, and ſuch Defects 
as are found amongſt us, that have, in this man- 
ner, let in laoſe Wit, and Scorn, and Hell upon 
us. But when the Run is over, and hath ſerv'd 
its Purpoſe, I don't at all queſtion but that, by 
the Bleſſing of God, Things will be better; and 
it will turn at laſt to the greater Eſtabliſhment 
and Confirmation of Religion. | | 
In the mean time,They may pleaſe to be re- 
minded, whoſe more immediate Inſtruments - 
they are, and whoſe Ends they ſerve ; though 
they may at preſent be little ſenſible of it; and 
think, it may be often, they have ſome good 
Grounds for what they are on, They will _ 
N | the 
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the Honour of being Genteel Infidels, and more 
ref d Inftruments of the Kingdom of Darkneſs. 
+ But, my Lord, I am ſenſible; how I tranſgreſs 

upon your Patience, and {well this Letter be- 

yond Bounds. It conſiſts, as I ſaid, of two Parts; 

Pleaſantneſs and Sericuſneſs : Which, tho' they 
14 might not both befit the Author of the Remarks; 
111. yet I thought they might well enough become 
b ſuch a Writer as my ſelf, and the Piece, or Tra- 
| | gi-Comedy I anſwer. But my Deſign was more 
1 Grave than Light from the Beginning; and Ihope 
I have, in a good meaſure, ſhewn it; and that it 
| will attone for, and not altogether ill ſuit the 
3 laftithar i mention llWWUUU . 
111 And now, »y Lord, T am conſcious but of 
it one great Omiſlton, or palpable Deficiency in 
14 the preſent Papers; and in which J have not, 
* as I ſhould, imitated my Antagoniſt : And that 
11 is, the Eucomium, I ought juſtly here and there 

| to have ſcatter'd, upon your Lordſhip ; as he 
himſelf hath done upon the Lord he makes his 
Addreſs to. But for this; tho' they are as due to 
your ſelf as others, and it is known that your 
Lordſhip yields to none in thePublick-Spirited- 
neſs of your Temper, or Endeavours to ſerve 
the Intereſts of Government and Religion; yet 
I know,, it would be rather unacceptable to your 
Virtues, to be induſtriouſly prais'd, than — 
way grateful : So that with an unwilling Wil- 
lingneſs, I forbear that Topick ; and draw a 
Vail on the Table which I am not to diſcloſe. 
I am, n Lord, with a profound Reſpect, 

| Your Lordſhip's mo## Humble 
234 Obedient Ser vant. 
4 0 1. 
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